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Rev. James Delay spent the best years of his life here in Lawler.
Like footprints in the sands of time, no man spends more than a
fourth of his life in one place and vanishes. His achievements live on
and are always with the next generation. Ie has seen two generations
come and go. The children he baptized when he came here — he
married and baptized their children — and thus life goes on. Like
the Apollo landings, names may be forgotten but their achievements
never die — they go down in history and live on. Like landmarks, he
will always be remembered for all his accomplishments in our parish.

He made many improvements in our old church, the Sisters’
Convent, and the school and supervised the building of our new church.
His trials and heartaches were many and his days were long. Many
car accidents early and late at night found him administering to the
sick and the dying on our highways. His duties to his flock were never
neglected; the aged and sick in the hospitals were never forgotten,
and his cheerful smile and pleasant visits were an inspiration to all.
We have many things for which to thank Father Delay. May God
bless him and may his rewards be great.



Foreword

Yesterday may be but a dream, and tomorrow is only
a vision, but it was yesterday’s dream with its hard-
ship, poverty, humility and ‘“‘Love of God,’’ that made
our Pioneers build the History of our parish. Their
sweat—their labors—blood and tears, all combined,
helped to reveal their faith—and we, their descend-
ants, are blessed to have fallen heir to a heritage that
we hope will not be dimmed by the lapse of time.
May their memory ever be kept sacred and in that sweet
hour of recollection let us breathe a prayer of thanks
to them.

To all those kind people in Lawler who aided me in
my search for information and dates found in this brief
history of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, and to all
others who have related historical incidents concerning
our parish, I wish to express my sincere thanks.

Mrs. James Blazek

History

Separating our Town’s history from our parish history is like
separating the wheat from the chaff—it’s almost impossible. For the
sake of some of the parishioners who came here in recent years they
might enjoy some of both.

The very first two log cabins on the west side of Crane Creek
(where the Town of Lawler is now located), were Peter Pitts and
Mr. Kirk’s,—Mrs. C. Sheppard’s grandfather. Peter Pitts’ daughter
(Mrs. Roths) of Ionia is still living. She is past ninety vears of age
and is one of the oldest living residents to have been born in Lawler.
All pioneers liked to build their cabins near the river for several
reasons—wood, water, and the easy access to meat, game or fowl
which lived in surrounding areas.

In 1867 the Chicago and Milwaukee Railroad decided to build
their line west, and provisions had to be provided for the men that
worked. Water was one of the necessities, and it was decided that
Crane Creek could supply the need. So, like a mushroom that springs
up over night, thus began the Town of Lawler, and also thus arose

the veginning of our parish.

The Town was named after John Lawler, who was a catholic and
was overseer for the building of this railroad. The railroad was com-
pleted in 1868 and a depot was built in 1869. The town also opened
a post office that same year. The Town was incorporated in 1870.

It seemed that most of the people who flocked to Lawler were of
Irish descent, and were nearly all of the Catholic Faith. We find the
names of Casey, Lynch, Green, Kerby, McIHugh, Martin, Leonard,
Sullivan, ete., as some of our first parishoners. These people formed
the nucleus of our parish.

Not far from the banks of Crane Creek, rising proudly on a hill,
(“Holy Hill” to its parishioners), in unshakable solitude stands a re-
sult of man’s love for his Creator, our church, handsomely constructed.
implying the immortality of its teachings. Its cross-shaped architec-
ture denotes the piety and virtue of those good people who labored
long and tedious hours to perfect their act of love. Due to the dire
need of the numerous Catholies who flocked to Lawler to help build
the railroad in 1868, a church was inevitable. Prior to this time, the
pioneers worshipped in log cabins, in groves, and in the neighboring
parishes of St. Rose and Reilly Ridge.
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According to the Town plat, our chnreh is located on South Street
and also on Highway 24, It was built in the years of 1871 and 1872
of a frame structure, 40 ft. by 80 ft. This main building was erected
at a cost of $5.500. Seems like a small sum—just remember at that
time hogs were worth $3.40 ¢wt. and wheat .72¢. Yes, and T might add
that you could get vour teeth filled for .40¢ apiece. You see the people
who contributed to the building of this ¢hurch were in poor financial
civeumstances, consequently great sacrifices were necessitated.

Becanse of primitive ways of doing things, labor was always a
struggle. The following ten years were trying times for the people
of Lawler. In 1873 these brave souls experienced a very severe winter.
The snow was piled in drifts ten to fifteen feet deep, and the ther-
mometer registered 40 degrees below zero.

Tu 1877, 1879, and 1881, the Town suffered three bad fires which
almost wiped it out, but the church was spared. Then to further dis-
courage these brave people, the Chintz bugs came and destroyed the
wheat crop in 1878. But, like most pioneers, failure to them was found
only in the dietionary and what they lacked in material wealth, they
made up for in determination and faith. Through all these hardships,
they managed to support their beantiful house of worship, and they
later added a sacristy to the Church, (24 ft. by 30 ft.), at a cost of
$2.000.00.

Father Farrelly was the pastor at this time, and it was he who
gave our parish its name of “Mt. Carmel.” The story is told that a
swarm of honey bees settled in the roof of the church. This bronght
to his mind the Latin word “mel”, or Carmel, and as the church stood
high above the Town, he added “Mount” and thus the name, “Mt. Car-
mel” remains to this day. S

During Father Farrelly’s pastorate, he saw the Town celebrate
its first fourth of July in 1874. This is not perhaps the time or the
place to write a few words about that first fourth of July celebration
in Lawler, but freedom then was a prized possession and not taken
for granted as 1 fear it is today. Would yvou be interested in what they
did on that first Fourth?

A great number of people walked many miles from all directions
to help celebrate. It started early in the morning of the fourth, and
ended on the morning of the fifth. Dinner was served in the woods
near Bill Costigan’s house. Refreshment stands sold lemonade, hore-
hound, striped stick, erystal candy, and fruits which took the place
of our hot dog—plus ice cream cones and candy bars. Ten and fifteen
cents was guite an allowance. (Gum was available and was considered
(uite a treat—but it wasn’t bubble gum. Horse racing in front of Clet
Murray’s (formerly Jim Feeney’s house) was always a drawing card.
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Other attractions were the tug of war, foot races for the ladies, a ball
zame, and last but not least, the evening dance played by two fiddlers.
It wasn’t unusual to see the pioneers removing their shoes and stock-
ings and walking home in the wee hours of the morning. Fr. Farrelly
was my mother’s first cousin.

In 1878, Father P. A. Byrne came to Lawler to take over Father
Farrelly’s duties as pastor. Father Byrne built a parochial school and
also a rectory in 1881 and 1882 at a cost of $5,000.00. The rectory was
a large square frame building erected near the church to the right
side. Fire destroyed this house in 1919 and many of the church’s first
records were burned.

The parochial school stood in almost the center of our present
school grounds. It was rather long, and consisted of two stories, with
one room on each floor, but it had two teachers for each room. The
vounger children were taught downstairs and the older ones upstairs.
This building cost $1,200.00, without the fixtures, and was also a frame
structure. It took in over one hundred pupils when it opened. Seats
that were made for two held three, and it wasn’t unusual to see some-
one sitting on the floor. Prior to this time, all the children attended
the publie school.

The census count taken in 1880 at Lawler showed the population
to be 487 and 180 families were contributing to the support of our
church. Father Byrne blessed this booming town and its inhabitants.
In order to raise money to help pay the debt on the church and school,
a Fair was organized in 1883. Some parishioners donated a wagon (a
priceless possession) and votes were sold on it. The story is told of the
wagon alone bringing in the sum of $1,600.00.

In 1885 Father John Hawe came to Lawler. e remained here for
twelve years and was known as the Miracle Worker. He often cured
the physical ills of the people by the sign of the cross. At one time,
the Church was moved from the foundation by a severe wind storm.
Will Casey relates that the Sisters were prepared to take the children
to the Church for protection but the storm approached so rapidly
they were unable to do so. As a result, it was to an advantage as
the school was left untouched.

Father Hawe enlarged our Church and gave it the shape of the
cross. The seating capacity at present is 625. Will Boyle states that
his father was assessed $100.00 for this church improvement, which
was a huge sum. He agreed to haul one hundred loads of rock, and al-
most every day all winter, Pat Boyle was seen hauling two loads of
rock from near St. Rose.

Every winter the Parish bought an acre of wood. Then they had
a bee to cut and haul it to the c¢hurch grounds where it was stored.
At one time, the Church had two wood furnaces.
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OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL SCHOOL

In 1897, Father Peter Garrahan was assigned to Lawler. At this
time, our school was over-crowded and some of the children were
taught in the sacristy. A new school was inevitable, and in 1899,
Father Garrahan built a brick and stone structure (64 ft. by 37 ft.)
at a cost of $6,000.00. The old school was moved to the Doyle lot. The
church steeple and belfry were also built. Prior to this time, the bell
hung in a tower which resembled a windmill tower near the right
side of the church. This bell weighs 3,200 pounds and cost $500.00.
This bell has been the town crier for many years, announcing the rise
of the sun, the noon day Angelus, and the dusk of day’s end. Tt sum-
mons the laborers to mass on Sunday morning, and it saddens the
hearts of its parishioners as it tolls for friends and loved ones on
the day of death. This bell, which can be heard for several miles on a
¢lear day, has a depth of meaning all its own. It is really a town sym-
bol and man’s reminder that it shall one day echo its sounds for him
on that last day of his earthly journey.

Some of our former bell ringers were:

Franeis Clarkin, who had the honor of being the first one. He ran
a sneeessful book store in Lawler for many vears.

The ("Neil boys—dJohn and Henry. John says they received $100.00
a vear for ringing the bell, sweeping the church, and taking care of
the Priest’s horse.
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Others who followed through the years were George Siglin, Tom
Gurrnett, Eiler, Bill Cutsforth, and Jack Meissen.

In 1899, a Cross was placed on the church steeple which still re-
mains today. It rises 125 feet skyward and ecan be seen for many miles.
Next time you chance to admire our Church cross, breathe a prayer
for Louis Cooney, one of our modest Octogenarian parishioners—as
he gave that cross its first five coats of paint. Seems Father Garrohan
gave the contract to John Hand to do the work—but when it came to
getting up there John would always get the shakes so he hired Louis
for $1.00 per day and board. The first two coats of paint weren’t in
accord with the contract so he had to give it three more coats. In
1898 the frame structure was veneered.

Father P. J. Leahy was assigned to Lawler after the death of
Father Garrahan. He said his first mass here on September 4, 1904. He
was a very brilliant man and taught at Columbia College in Dubuque
for many years. The cold winter here was extremely hard on his
health and after one year's residency in Lawler he felt he was better
suited to the teaching profession and he returned to Dubuque.

In 1905, Father Patrick Ryan took over the duties of Father
Leahy. During Father Ryan’s time, the Church installed our present
pipe organ. It is noted for its beautiful tone and quality and the
Chureh can really be proud of it. The Town didn’t have electrieity
as yet, and the bellows of this organ was run part time by a hand
pump operated by young, willing hands. During Father Ryan’s time,
sidewalks were installed around the Church property. The parishioners
hauled cinders, and over this was poured the cement. Mr. Will Costi-
gan, who lived near the church, helped to plant the trees on the east
side of the school at that time. Prior to this time, our cemetery was
merely a burial ground. Father Ryan graded, divided and put it under
perpetual care. He also installed our present day pews. He was noted
for his beautiful driving horses and always enjoyed a drive through
the country to visit his parishioners. Times were changing, and Law-
ler’s population by 1915 had grown to 656. Cars were becoming popu-
lar and Father Ryan was the first priest in our parish to own a car—
a Davis car. He was a great financier and owned several farms in this
community, but suffered losses during the land boom of the twenties,
He was transferred to Cresco in 1918.

Father Thomas O'Brien came to Lawler to take over the duties
of this parish in 1918. It was during his pastorate that our parish-wit-
nessed its first and only ordination—that of one of our local boys.
Father William Russell. Much planning and decorating, and prepara-
tion was required for this unusual event on December 20, 1919 by
Archbishop James Keane of Dubuque. The first mass was said the
following day.
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Fire destroyved the upper floor of our school, and it was during
Father (VBrien’s pastorate that the present third floor was added.
Card parties and dances and entertainment were held on this floor
in former years. It is now divided and used as classrooms. The pres-
ent number of pupils registered in Mt. Carmel is 203, and, with the
reorganization of school districts, more are expected this year.

In 1919, our Parish house, which was located just west of the church
burned. Father (V'Brien was in the hospital in New Hampton at the
time, and when he heard of the fire he didn’t wait to be released
—he simply left. Afterwards, the priest lived on the upper floor of
onr school until the present parish house was built.

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMETL, RECTORY

IPather John J. Clune came to serve in Lawler in 1922 and it was
nnder his jurisdiction that our present priest house was built. The
contract and plans had been let by Father (VBrien, but Father Clune,
in his six years, saw the house completed, furnished, and free of debt.
Ite celebrated his silver jubilee here in Lawler in 1928.

In 1929, Rev. John (Donnell came to serve Mt. Carmel. In ac-
cord with the progress of time, Highway No. 24 passed in front of
our Chureh. The Chureh, being located on a high hill, Father O’Don-
nell saw that the grading, surfacing, and widening would give plenty
of aceess to parked cars for the parishioners. The steps to the Church
were installed—the hedges in front of the Convent and School were
set out—the confessionals were changed and improved, and more fur-
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nishings were added to the house. His health was beginning to fail,
and he spent the last year of his life in St. Joseph’s Hospital, where
he died April 30, 1946. He is buried here in Lawler.

Father James F. Delay arrived in Lawler April 2, 1945. Because
of the advanced age and ill health of our former pastor, our Church
property was greatly in need of many things.

The first project was the enlarging of the church basement and a
new heating system—a real necessity. The old furnace smoked and
one secretly wished Church would soon be over so one could go down
town to get warm. I'm sure that racing out of church after mass is
a “hang over” from the old furnace system.

The Church walls were cleaned, a new altar added, and stokers
were installed in the Church, Convent, School and Rectory. The
Church was redecorated, new light fixtures, wiring and new flooring
were added. The School grounds were graded, terraced, and fenced.
and the grounds were beautified with shrubbery.

The School Auditorinm was made into three additional e¢lassrooms.

The Convent took on a new look—the back room was added—
new siding and windows. It was painted and many little necessities
were added to make it more convenient and beautiful.

That old “eye sore” (which formerly housed the priest’s horse
and a few chickens) “The Barn”, was replaced by a new double
garage. In the past fifteen years, many artistic touches were added
to help beautify all of our Church property and grounds. Just one
look tells the story and I'm sure our parishioners can be proud of
Mt. Carmel here in Lawler. Like the antiques of old, their value in-
creases with age.

Father Delay possesses all of the characteristics which make
men great— a pleasant personality, dynamic ambition and “know how !”
His accomplishments here at Lawler will always be remembered.



Priests Who Served Mt. Carmel Congregation

Father Henry McCollow was the first priest to have said Mass
in what is now known as the Town of Lawler. Mass was said in dif-
ferent homes—Peter O’Byrne’s house being one of them. (where Con-
nie Kuennens now live).

FFather McCollow was born in Ireland and he numbered among
some of the very first priests to have said mass in Iowa in the early
fifties and sixties. He was the first resident priest at St. Rose, but had
many other missions. Like all pioneer priests, he traveled from one
settlement to another to attend to the spiritual needs of the people.
Like Paul Revere of earlier years, communications were carried by
horseback. The story is told of Peter O’Bryne riding horseback to
MeGiregor to bring Father McCollow to pray over Mrs. Pat Colwell
who was seriously ill. Father MeCollow was a great uncle of Will
Casey’s.

The second priest that served the needs of the people of Lawler
was Father P. F. Harrison who was also stationed at St. Rose in 1867.
He served many missions in the surrounding communities. He served
West Union, Fayette, Pinhook, New Hampton, Reilly Ridge and many
other places. He started keeping records of baptisms, marriages, ete.
These valuable records can still be found in Waucoma and would be
the pride of any historical society. Mass was still being said in the
homes of Kerby, Murphys, Galligans, and others. This was-the nucleus
of our parish, and it was through his efforts that our church was
started.

Rev. Patrick Farrelly was born in Aughauis, Ireland in 1848. He
vame to the United States at the age of 17. Ile was ordained in
Dubugue June 2. 1871. He served at Blairstown and came to Lawler
in 1872, In 1876. he was transferred to Holy Cross. He later served
at Sheldon, Carroll, and Emmetsburg. e became a Monsignor Febru-
ary 17, 1921, He died in 1924 at Emmetsburg and was buried at Deni-
son, Towa. He became Lawler's first resident priest.

-

Father . A, Byrne came to Lawler in 1878. He built a rectory
and parochial school. He blessed the town and its people. This old
parochial school was later moved to the Doyle lot on Main street.
He served at Holy Cross, Richardsville, Colesburg, and West Union.
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Father John Hawe was ordained January 1, 1873. He was often
considered the “Miracle Worker” as he cured many physical ills with
the sign of the cross. He enlarged our Church and gave it the shape
of the cross, as it remains today. IIe came to Lawler in 1885 and
served twelve years. He previously served Decorah for nineteen years,
ten years in Waukon, Placid, and eleven years at Coggon. He died on
November 17, 1927 and was buried at Cedar Rapids.

Father Garrahan, born in Roscommon County, Ireland in 1848
received his early education in Ireland, his native land. He finished
his training in Milwaukee, Wis., was ordained June 10, 1871. He en-
dured the privations of frontier life to bring relief to burdened souls.
He posessed a master mind—a natural gift. He always encouraged
souls to a purer and better life through religion. He served twenty-
two years in Decorah and Bluffton before coming to Lawler. He died
here on August 1, 1904 at the age of 56.

Father P. J. Leahy was ordained August 15, 1877. He came to
Lawler in September of 1904 and remained for one year. He previ-
ously served at St. Joseph’s in New Hampton in 1881, Otter Creek
in 1900, and Merey Hospital in Dubuque. He was professor at Colum-
bia College for many years and later at Lemont, Illinois.

Father Patrick Ryan was ordained May 28, 1882. He came to
Lawler in 1905. He graded and divided the cemetery and put it under
perpetual care. He served in Lawler thirteen years. He died in Cresco
July 6, 1928. He also served at Ryan and Belmont.

Father Thomas I. O’Brien was ordained March 1880 and came to
Lawler in 1918. He served at Eagle Grove, LaPorte City, Garwin, and
Webster City. It was during his pastorate that we had the first or-
dination in our Church; that of Father William Russell who was or-
dained in 1919. He died November 17, 1930.

Father John J. Clune was born in Norwolk, Connecticut on Janu-
ary 11, 1878. He studied medicine before realizing that God had
other plans for him. He was ordained December 19, 1903. He served
at Postville for eleven years and eight years at Rockwell. He cele-
brated his silver jubilee here in Lawler in 1928. He built the present
parish house. He came to Lawler in 1922 and served six years. He
died April 30, 1946 at Coggon, Iowa.
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Rev. J. O’Donnell was born in Limerick, Ireland on September
24, 18374. He came to Dubunque in June 19, 1898. He served at Colum-
kille’s parish in Dubuque until 1902. He went to Lamont where he
served until 1909. He then served at Monti until 1929 when he
came to Lawler. He is buried here in Lawler beside his brother, Father
Ed (’Donnell.

[n front of our church to the right, under a fir tree, stands a
beautiful statue of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. The passing of time may
dim our memory, but may our future generation be inspired to pause
in the shadows of this statue and breathe a prayer to Father O'Don-
nell, its donor.

Rev. James F. Delay, was born in the Castle Grove Community
near Monticello, the son of James F. and Agnes Hogan Delay. He
received his early education in our rural schools, attended St.
Berchman's Preparatory School for boys at Marion, Loras Academy
and Loras College at Dubuque, receiving his B.A. Degree in 1926.
He entered St. Paul's Seminary and was ordained on June 9, 1929,
said his first mass June 16, 1929 at Castle Grove. He served as pastor
at Vinton, Dysart, Stone City; was Chaplain at Merecy Hospital at
Anamosa and Assistant Pastor of St. Martin’s, Cascade, and at Van
Horne, Towa. He came to Lawler from St. Philomenia’s parish in
Dubugue in April of 1945—celebrating his Silver Jubilee here in
Lawler May 9, 1954. After serving here in Lawler 24 years, he was
transferred to St. Patricks Church in Clear Lake July 1, 1969.

MT. CARMEL CEMETERY

On a hillside, on the east side of our church, lies the remains of
our parvishioners, Mt. Carmel Cemetery. This cemetery was the object
of a heated controversy in past years. The town was being incorpo-
rated in the year of 1870 and the dispute that arose was that the
dead could not be buried inside of the Corporation. No one was going
to move the dead, so the end of this solution was quickly solved by
simply not having any of the church property in the Corporation,
which still holds to this day.

At one time, our vemetery was divided by a white picket fence.
The east half consisted of trees, stumps, hazel brush, etc. This was
known as “Potter’s Field.” The word, “Potter’s Field” dates back to
the Bible and was used as a burial ground in Jerusalem for strangers,
eriminals, paupers, and unknown persons. Today, the Catholies have
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no “Potter’s Field.” In the church, man does not judge man—that is
strictly for God.

In early days this east part of the cemetery served as pasture for
the priest’s horse. The congregation or parishioners furnished hay.
oats, and corn for its care during the winter months.

Father Patrick Ryan and some of the parishioners cleared.
cleaned, graded, and divided the cemetery and put it under perpet-
nal care.

The first burial in our cemetery was Mrs. Jimmy Grimes. No
stone marks her grave. The funeral was delayed so that she might
rest in consecrated grounds.

Because some of our first records were burned, it is difficult to
give the very earliest dates, but on the stones in the cemetery we
find 1870 as the first burial; a child of Hugh and Mary Carr. Others
discovered were as follows: John Conners, 1877; Edward Murphy,
1878. The first recorded funeral date found was 1881 which was that
of John Donovan, and in 1882 that of Lllen Mullen.

The next time vou pass through the cemetery, please note the
bronze Crucifixion Scene given by Peter (’Byrne in memory of his
wife in 1915.

Any time you get a superior feeling that the world can’t get
along without you—and that you are indispensable, just take a walk
through our cemetery. No doubt, the people whose names you see in-
seribed on the tombstones felt the same way at one time. Just re-
member—time is passing—and regardless of the size of the tomb-
stone, they are remembered only occasionally. Remember. “Man Thou
art Dust and Unto Dust Thou Shalt Return.”

Native Sons In Religious Life

The following sons of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish entered the
Priesthood : As of today, four had the honor of becoming Monsignors.

The first to enter was Rev. John Burns. ITe lived on a farm about
two miles east of Lawler. He was baptized in St. Rose and received
his early education in our rural schools. He was ordained in June.
1878, said his first Mass in Lawler. Following that first mass, the
Peter O'Brynes served breakfast at their home. ITe joined the New
Mellory Monastery where he was buried.
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Rev. Patrick Tierney (deceased) was born on a farm just a short
distance east of the Arnold Blong farm February 24, 1855. He was
ordained June 24, 1879. Ie served in Ossian for eleven years and
built the first school there in 1883. He also served in Dubuque and
Centralia, Towa. He was noted for being a distinguished lecturer and
orator. He died January 4, 1918. He is buried in New Hampton, Towa.

Msgr. Rev. Louis Kerby was born on a farm north of Lawler
(now the Jim Slindee farm). This house still stands where he was
born on July 22, 1865. He moved with his parents to Lawler in 1869,
His father, being very prominent in the early history of Lawler, or-
ganized the first bank in Lawler in 1875, one of the first three in the
County. Prior to that, the father was a prominent merchant and had
the honor of being the first Town Treasurer. At that time, we didn’t
boast a Sister’s School, and as Mrs. Sullivan taught the first school
in 1870, no doubt Louis was one of those first pupils. Mrs. Frank
Fletcher succeeded her the second year. Following his early educa-
tion in Lawler, he attended St. Joseph’s College in Dubuque and
finished at Montreal, Canada. He said his first mass here in Lawler
March 1, 1888. His first parish was at Greene, lowa and later trans-
ferred to the Sioux City Diocese. He became a Monsignor—died in
Washington, D.C. (where he went to visit his brother), and was buried
in Sioux City.

Msgr. Rev. William Kerby was born in Lawler on February 29,
1870, (brother of Fr. Louis Kerby), the son of D. R. Kerby and Kelly
Kerby. The story is told of his being the first boy born in Lawler. He
attended that first two-room school in Lawler, with Sister Vincent be-
ing one of his teachers. He attended Columbia College in Dubuque, St.
Francis Seminary, Berlin Germany, and at Belgium, he did graduate
study. He taught Sociology at the Catholie University in Washington,
D.C. and was honored by the Pope with a Domestic Prelacy. He died
in 1935.

Another native son was Rev. James McKeegan. Ile was born in
Canada in 1868 and came with his parents to Lawler in 1869, He was
ordained in 1892, serving four years at Gilbert, and Clinton Towa. He
died at the age of 36, being brought back to Lawler for burial in 1904.
Father Garrahan celebrated the Solemn Mass and Father Slattery, of
New Hampton, preached the sermon, who was formerly his instruetor
at St. Joseph’s College.

Rev. Joe Curley was born on a farm south and west of Lawler
in 1879. He was the son of Hugh and Catherine Caffery Curley; at-
tended country school here and said his first Mass here in Lawler.
The parish presented him with a gold chalice—he preached the ser-
mon at Father Kelly’s first mass in 1925; taught at St. Viateurs, Kan-
kakee College, and at Chamberlain, South Dakota. He later became
a parish priest in South Dakota. Deceased.

Msgr. Rev. William Russell, son of Mike and Nora Kerby Russell
was born August 3, 1895 at Mitchell, South Dakota. He came to Law-
ler at the age of five years and made his home with the Burns family,
he received his early education here in Lawler. He was the first and
only priest to ever be ordained here in our Parish on December 20,
1919—said his first Mass the following day. He taught at Loras Col-
lege until 1926 when he was sent to Washington, D.C. where he was
head of the Department of Religion for 27 years. He also served as
retreat Master and Chaplain of Trinity College, published many books
—he died July 2, 1953—was a nephew of the two Father Kerby's.

Msgr. Rev. Emmett Kelly (Msgr.) V.F.M.A. was born on a farm
near Lawler on October 3, 1898, the son of Michael and Bridget Smith
Kelly. He received his early education in Lawler and attended school
in Dubuque. He was ordained June 14, 1925 at St. Paul. He said his
first Mass in Lawler June 16, 1925. He studied music at Marielach
Monastery in Europe and was head of the Music Department at Loras
for many years. He served as pastor of St. Joseph’s in New Hampton,
where he celebrated his 25th anniversary on April 26, 1950. He be-
came a Domestic Prelate by His Holiness Pope Pious XII on August 1.
1954. He died in New Hampton on January 4, 1956.

Rev. William Curran was born October 19, 1898 in Lawler. He is
the son of Jim and Jennie (’Brien Curran. He received his early edu-
cation in Lawler and later studied in Dubuque. He was ordained in
St. Paul in 1926—said his first Mass here in Lawler. He left our Dio-
cese and served at Townsend, Montana. At present he is Chaplain at
St. Ann’s Hospital at Anaconda, Montana.

Rev. Lowell Shekleton was born at Lawler, Iowa in December,
1919. He is the son of Emmett and Florence Lynch Shekleton. He
later moved with his parents to Greene, Iowa; was ordained in Du-
buque on June 11, 1946. He said his first Mass in Greene and his see-
ond mass in Lawler. He is now serving the Guttenberg Parish.
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Rev. Charles Shekleton, the son of John and Grace Commerford,
was born in Lawler on November 29, 1915 and later moved with his
pavents to Chicago. He received part of his edncation in Chicago and
later was transferred to Rome, Ttaly, where he was ordained on No-
vember 5, 1939. He also said his first mass there the following day
on November G6th, He belongs to the Order of Servite Missionaries at
Hillside. [inois.

Rev. Joe Griffin, the son of Frank and Baptista Shekleton Grif-
fin, was born in Lawler on September 15, 1923, e graduated from
the Lawler High School and attended school at Loras in Dubuque,
and Seminary in Cincinnati. He was ordained December 21, 1947, in
Dubuque—said his first mass here in Lawler on December 28th, 1947.
e served as Assistant priest at Holy Ghost and St. Patrick’s in
Dubugue, Immaculate Coneeption in Cedar Rapids. He served as pastor
at Gilbert and Jewell, and is now at Stacyville.

Rev. John Shanghnessy was born on a farm north of Lawler, the
sonof Tom and Mary Shaughnessy. Mr. and Mrs. Mike Murray are
his God Parents. The family moved to Chicago where he received his
education. ITe was ordained June 12, 1949 in Chicago and is a Vin-
centian Father.

Father Delbert Franeis Blong was born at Lawler, Iowa on
March 15, 1926, the son of Leo and Margaret Schmitt Blong. He at-
tended school in Lawler; later the family moved to Dubuque where
he attended St. Paul's Mission House and Junior College at St. Mary’s
Seminary, Techny, [inois, and Loras College, Dubuque. He was or-
dained June 7. 1952 and he said first mass in Dubuque on June 8th
at St Patricks, e said his second mass here in Lawler. He was or-
dained for the Pueblo Diocese. He is stationed at LaJunta. Colorado.

James Ball, son of John and Agnes Shekleton Ball, was born on
a farm near Lawler, Janunary 1927, He later moved to near New Hamp-
ton where he attended school. He then served in the Armed Forces
and later joined the Missionary Brotherhood of the Society of the
Divine Word at Techny, Illinois, where he took his vows on May 1,
1960, e will be known in the religious life as Brother Richard. After
completing his training, he will accept an assignment for service at
home, or in the Foreign Missions.

Father Michael Lynch was born at Lawler in 1877—died March
of 1960. Couldn’t find any history—as these people left Lawler many
VEArs ago.
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FIRST BAPTISM

Because some of our first records were burned in the fire that
razed the priest’s house in 1919, it is difficult to give the very earliest
dates. The first recorded baptism found was that of Joseph Russell,
in June 1872. The parents were Pat and Mary (Gilmartin) Russell,
and the sponsors were James Dillan and Mary Carroll. The baptism
was performed by Rev. . J. Farrelly.

FIRST MARRIAGES

In June, 1876, John Hand and Kate Canty were married by Rev.
P. J. Farrelly. Mike Noon and Maria Canty were witnesses.

On October 18, 1876, Thomas Goheen and Mary MecCarthy were
united in marriage by the Rev. Farrelly. Witnesses were Mike Goheen
and Mary Smith.

Organizations

Although we have no early records, we know that every Chureh,
from the beginning, had some organizations, namely:—The Rosary
and Altar Society, Holy Name Society. The Rosary was always saiil
before Mass every Sunday for years.

The first record of any organization we find in our parish was the
Alcoholic Society, which was started in 1872. John MeHugh, who was
City Recorder at the time, was one of its first prominent members. Tt
meant taking a pledge and total abstinence.

Our booming Town boasted fourteen regular saloons and twenty-
one on special oceasions. This was about the time the W.C.T.U. (Wo-
men’s Christian Temperance Union) was making headlines and this
was a4 good time to fall in line.

Catholic Daughters of America

The first meeting of the Catholiec Daughters of Isabella was held
in the conservatory of Mt. Carmel School, on Feb. 17, 1919 for the
purpose of electing officers Pro tem.

Mrs. Solon acted as Chairman, and Mrs. Curran and Mrs. Sullivan
were appointed tellers. It was moved and seconded that Susie McKone
act as Grand Regent, and Mrs. Siglin act as Vice Grand Regent. Mrs.
Curran acted as Prophetess, Mrs. Brannigan as Financial Secretary,
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Theora Clary as Historian, Mrs. Schuetz as Monitor and Mrs. R. I.
Landon as Sentinel. The Trustees were Gabriella Eickhoff, Mrs. M.
Murray, Mrs. Sullivan, Mrs. Paul Martin, Mrs. Goheen and Marion
Clary. Mary Siglin was nominated organist and Mrs. Henry Lynch
was nominated Treasurer.

The second meeting was held April 22, 1919 and arrangements
were made for the Initiation. Waterloo Catholic Daughters were to
have charge of the Initiation. The name of the Court was chosen as
Court Mt. Carmel, No. 354. Entertainment program and refreshment
and decorating committees were chosen.

Father O’Brien was the first Chaplain. The first Initiation and In-
stallation of Officers took place on May 11, 1919 with forty-four mem-
bers present. The motion was made that the regular meetings be held
on the third Monday of each month— which to this day still holds.
The motion was made to send Susie McKone to represent us at the
first State Convention.

Like all organizations that lived through the depression, the
Catholic Daughters suffered finaneially, but not spiritually, and some
members found it necessary to withdraw their memberships during
the ‘thirties.

Today the Catholic Daughters are proud to list their membership
at 192 members.

Present Officers for 1960-62

ERAPIIN: .. oo sams v Rev. James F. Delay
Orand REEEHE ..o mmis s s Margaret Blazek
Vice Grand Regent ......... Magdalen Kurtenbach
1), 51 B KoY SO SN | Tresa Boeding
PrODROESS . o .o ime o wosiei sraei Bethal Balk
HIBLOTIAN oo v vimninswmmasmssisiers s e Dorothy Murray
Financial Secretary ...ioweivowsvaciy Helen Boyle
TREASUREE oo o simsmmrbsms e S TG Lieona Croell
7111711 2) RS Hilda Huber
DOMEMEL oo mimmm s s Vera Kuennen
OFZANTEL oo sssr e Shirley Blazek

Foresters

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Court 1096 of Lawler, lowa was insti-
tuted as St. Mary’s Court 1096 on September 4, 1901 with 28 Charter
members. Our records indicate none of them are now living. The
charter members were:

Roster:
1. Andrew J. Shea 15. Michael W. Murray
2. Michael J. O'Byrne 16. Edward Griffin

w

. Michael J. Fitzpatrick
. Thomas E. Kelly

o

. Owen E. Reilly
. James Riley

5. John W. MecKone 19. William Rochford
6. Daniel P. O’Connor 20. William P. Goss

7. Michael J. Conners 21. James J. Egan

8. James O'Connor 22. Bernard F. Sloan
9. Albert M. Russell 23. Edward J. Clary
10. James Curran 24. Patrick H. Murphy
11. Timothy O’Connor 25. Martin H. O’Neil

12. Charles H. McKone
13. Edward J. Burns
14. Peter F. O’'Byrne

. Charles F. Mc¢Nevin
. Eugene F. Canty
. Mathew E: Keegan

Like all organizations that survived the depression, they had

The present officers are as follows:

Rev. James F. Delay

years when membership was at low ebb. However, in recent years
memberships have increased and this is the most active mens society
in our parish totaling 125 members.

Spiritual Director

Clem A. Boeding ................... Chief Ranger

Ronald W. Kuennen .....

Recording Secretary

Franeis Junko ................ Financial Secretary
Roger Croell ........................... Treasurer
Conrad Kuennen ......................... Speaker

............ Juvenile Director



Rosary Society

The Rosary Society includes 325 members of our parish. It con-
sists of twenty-bands and is divided into four circles.

President .....................Mrs. Arnold Blong
Viee Presidents .. voosanunssss Mrs. William Boyle

Mrs. Henry Denner
BECTBLRALY: :wosarmns T aniin Miss Alice Costigan
b (10 ) S Mrs. Engene Timlin

The four Cirele leaders include:

St. Dorothy’s Cirele ........... Mrs. Cletus Murray

St. Monica’s Cirele ............ Mrs. Clem Finnegan

St. Catherine’s Cirele ........ Mrs. Conrad Kuennen

St. Theresa’s Cirele ............ Mrs. Carl Kuehner
A.C. C W

The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women was organized in
Lawler in 1933 after several of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel ladies had
participated in an organization meeting called by the Rev. Thomas
Dowling, Pastor of St. Joseph’s Church New Hampton in March 1932.
About 5 Clergy and sixty ladies were present at this first Deanery
meeting.

The first New Hampton Deanery Officers — all from New Hamp-
ton were: -

President ..........ccovioin... Mrs. F. S. Feeney
SBCLBIATY uvamiasioiy S SRS Miss Ursla Sculley
Treasurer ..................... Mrs. Nellie Hughes
A OT: i s % G 38 3 B vt e Miss Ann Schuetz

In 1941 Mrs. Mary Ann Galligan of Lawler was elected Deanery
Vice President holding this office until 1948,

In 1943 Miss Nellie Griffin of Lawler was elected Deanery Presi-
dent. During Miss Griffin’s Administration a ruling was made by
Archdiocesan Board that Delegate expenses had to be paid by the
Deanery. Up to this time there had been no funds to carry on the work.

The Very Rev. John Leen and Officers thought it an opportune
time to raise funds so they decided to sell chances on $10.00 at 25¢
which was equivalent to a 25¢ War Stamp. A portion of these pro-
ceeds to be put into the War Stamp Campaign. A total of $216.00
was collected.
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At a meeting at Reilly Ridge in 1946 Miss Griffin was re-elected
President with Mrs. Mary Ann Galligan as Treasurer. This launched
the first registration fee to help defray some Deanery expenses. War
work was also continued with Special Stress on Soap and Towel Cam-
paign for Suffering and Diseased Children of Europe. Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel ladies contributed 34 Ibs. of soap.

Parish ladies who have acted as Deanery Officers are:

1951-1952—Vice President .............. Mrs. Ulysius Seery
1953-1956—Seeretary .................. Mrs. Frank Murray
1955 =HISEOTIAN. oiicain cors s s Mrs. Frank Murray
1966-195T—President ..o oenmsam s Mrs. Clem Finnegan
1957-1960—2nd Vice President ....... Mrs. Conrad Kuennen
1960 —President <.oveaseamn saes Mrs. Ulysses Seery
1960 —Secretary ... ... Mrs. Conrad Kuennen

In March 1956 Rev. James F. Delay was appointed Spiritual
Moderator by Bishop Benz to suceeed Monsignor Emmett Kelly.

During Mrs. Clem Finnegan’s Administration a Deanery Blood
Ban't was organized.

During Mrs. Conrad Kuennen’s tenure of Office of Foreign Re-
lief Chairman, much was accomplished in Mission work. At least 350
individual items such as hoods, caps, mittens, slippers, bedside kits,
bandages and hospital gowns were made.

Special Thanks is due to our Spiritual Moderator Rev. Jawes
F. Delay whose encouragement and gunidance have advanced the work
of the Archdiocesan Counecil of Catholic Women in Our New Hamp-
fon Deanery.

NEW OFFICERS IN A.C.C.W. 1960-1962 FOR THIS DEANERY

1 R e IO Rev. Monsignor Norbert Barrett
Spiritual MoQeTator ... .oens.omsemmsinns Rev. James F. Delay
2CRIRNE: i adbisiied carsgiins Mrs. Ulysius Seery, Lawler, Towa

First Vice President .. Mrs. James Rouse, North Washington, Towa
Second Vice President .. Mrs. Frank Rochford, Fredericksburg, Ta.

BOCTERATY o v e Mrs. Conrad Kuennen, Wancoma, Iowa
3 GLEL T S Miss Jeanne Gerber, New Hampton, lowa
Director-at-Large ... ... Mrs. A. B. Wilburding, Alta Vista, Towa

SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Historian ..................... Mrs. James Blazek

()
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STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Organization and Development ........ Mrs. Ed Blazek
Spiritual Development ............ Mrs. Cletus Murray
Foreign Relel . o vvm v s Mrs. Henry Denner
Civil Defense ...........coivvvunn. Mrs. Clem Boeding
Rural Litfe . cnmnwassirms Mrs. Clem Finnegan (Deanery)
Public Relations ................. Mrs. Lester Bergeson
Libraries and Literature .......... Mrs. Norman Speltz
(o151 KR O O Mrs. Elmer Reihle
Home and School .................. Mrs. Ed McGreevy
LRBISIEEION. s vssemrmmesnasmss Mrs. Frank O’Byrne
Parent Educator ................. Mrs. Frank Murray
Committee Cooperation with Confraternity of Christian

Doctrine ......................Mrs. Joseph Galligan
Committee Cooperating with Family and Parent Edu-

(121 7 o (O A Mrs. Arnold Bodensteiner

CHURCH TRUSTEES
Our church trustees were Iarry Kane and Arnold Blong.

Sinee 1911 the following served as trustees: Owen F. Burns, Wil-
liam P. Goss, J. J. Goheen, Panl Martin, J. W. Murray, D. V. Murphy,
Harry Kane and Arnold Blong.

CHURCH PROPERTY

In order that there will be no dispute as to where our parish
property originated, vou will find the following Deeds and prices
paid: in the Court House in New Hampton, Towa.

In the Record Book No. 27, page 423, vou will find the Deed for
the school property.

Know all men by these presents that We, John McHugh and
Margaret, his wife, of the County of Howard and State of Towa, for
the consideration of the sum of $800 in hand paid by the Rt. Rev. John
Hennessey of Dubuque County, State of Iowa do hereby sell and con-
vey unto the said Rt. Rev. John Hennessey and to heirs and assign
the following deseribed premises, to-wit:

Eighteen (18 rds. square the S. W. Corner of the Bast half of the
S. E. quarter of the 5. W. Quarter, Section No. 4 in township 95
North of Range No. 11. West of the 5th Prime Meridian containing
in all 2 acres and 4 rds. And we do hereby covenant with the said Rt.
Rev. o). Hennessey that we lawfully seized of said premises that they
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are free from incumbrances, that we have good right and lawful au-
thority to sell and convey the same and we do hereby covenant to
warrant and defend the said premises against the lawful claims of
all persons, whomsoever, and the said Margaret McHugh and hereby
relinquishes her rights of dower to the premises here in before con-
veyed signed the 16 day of February, A. D. 1882.

State of Towa

Howard County

On this 18th day of Feb., 1882, before me, Carl K. Berg, a Notary
Public in and for said Co. personally came John Mc¢Hugh and Mar-
garet McHugh his wife, to me personally known to be the identical
persons whose names are affixed to the above deed as grantors and
acknowledged the execution of the same to be their voluntary act
and deed.

Witness my hand seal the day and year above given.
Filed: A. E. Night Recorder Carl K. Berg, Notary Public

In the Record Book No. 26 on Page 597, you will find-the deed
to the Church property.

March 4, 1878 from Lettie L. Kennedy and Peter Kennedy deeded
to Rt. Rev. John Hennessey. (Bishop of Dubuque)

4 acres of land out of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest
Quarter of Section 9, Township Ninety-five, range 11, west of the
fifth principal meridian and described as follows: Beginning one rod
west of the North Quarter part of Section Nine and thence West on
the Section line 37 rods, Thence, south 23/2137 rods thence east 37 rods.
parallel with the section line, thence north 23/2137 rods to the place of
beginning except however one acre heretofore sold to said John Hen-
nessey by Bernard Kirby for a church lot and to be used for Catho-
lic Church.

Know All Men by these presents, that: We Lottie L. Kennedy
and Peter Kennedy of Chickasaw County, State of Iowa, in considera-
tion of the sum of $500 in hand paid by Rt. Rev. John Hennessey of
Dubuque, Dubuque, Towa. State of [owa do hereby sell and convey un-
to the said Rt. Rev. John Hennessey do to his heirs and assign the fol-
lowing described property.

C. Seeber
Notary Public
29



Native Daughters In Religious Life

In the past 77 years. our parish has earned its own honor in the
52 daughters that have answered the ecall for a religious life. Follow-
ing is a list of these nuns who have gone forth to serve God:

1.

1}

10.

11.

Sr. Mary Agatha Murphy: Mary Jane, Deceased
Daughter of James and Catherine McKeegan Murphy
Entered the Presentation Order July 12, 1883.

Was the first girl to enter the convent from Lawler and re-
turn here later and taught school.

Sister Mary Anthony Casey: Nell, Deceased

Daughter of John and Ann Moore Casey

Entered Mercy Order August 15, 1894

Sr. Mary Claver Casey: Bee, Deceased

Daughter of John and Ann Moore Casey

Entered Merey Order at Cedar Rapids January 3, 1896
Sr. Mary Huberta Burns: Genevieve, Deceased
Daughter of Jim and Kate Casey Burns

Entered Mercy Order at Cedar Rapids August 15, 1896
Sr. Mary DeSales Grimes: Rose, Deceased, 1956
Daughter of James and Ellen Connery Grimes

Entered Sr. of Mercy Convent September 8, 1898

Sr. Mary Fidelis Martin: Catherine, “Kit”, Deceased
Daughter of Pat and Mary O’Donnell Martin

Entered Presentation Order November 21, 1899

Sr. Mary Rosalia Murphy: Elizabeth, Deceased
Daughter of James and Catherine Mc¢Keegan Murphy
Entered Visitation Order in 1902

Sr. Mary Philomena Corrigan: Elizabeth, Deceased
Daughter of Edward and Mary O’Brien Corrigan
Entered Visitation Convent in 1902

Sr. Mary Calasactius Kelly: Marguerite

Daughter of Mike and Bridget Smith Kelly

Entered Presentation Order March 19, 1902

Sr. Mary de Passi Burns: Mabel, Deceased January of 1958
Daughter of Owen and Ellen Russell Burns

Entered Mercy Convent April 20, 1903

Sr. Mary Camilla Burns: Loretta, Deceased 1918
Daughter of Jim and Kate Casey Burns

Entered Franciscan Order in 1905

Sr. Mary Olivetta Taylor: Stella, Deceased 1918
Daughter of Oliver and Ellen Noon Taylor

Entered Franciscan Order in 1905
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13.

14.

16.

17.

18.

[V
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Sr. Mary Jerome Griffin: Etta, Deceased

Daughter of Tom and Mary Kelly Griffin

Entered the Merey Order in 1906

Sr. Mary Clarice O’Connor: Katherine, Deceased 1963
Daughter of Tim and Ellen Curran O’Connor
Entered Convent of B.V.M., December 8, 1907

Sr. Mary Fabian Martin: Cora, Deceased 1932
Daughter of Patrick and Mary O’Donnell Martin
Entered the Presentation Order May, 1908

Sr. Mary Fidelis Cooney: Leanore

Daughter of John and Annie Smith Cooney
Entered Presentation Order August 1909

Sr. Mary Isidore Leonard: Rose

Daughter of Phil and Margaret Hanlon Leonard
Entered Presentation Order October 3, 1909

Sr. Mary deLourdes Burns: Estella, Deceased 1957
Daughter of Owen and Ellen Russell Burns
Entered Mercy Order February 23, 1910

Sr. Mary deSales LaValle: Grace

Daughter of Mike and Mary Boyle LaValle
Entered Merey Convent in 1910

Sr. Mary Muriel Sullivan: Maggie

Daughter of John and Ann Kelly Sullivan

Entered Mercy Order at Cedar Rapids August 12, 1910
Sr. Mary Antionette Walsh: Nora (Deceased)
Entered the Presentation Order October 25, 1911
Sr. Mary Marcella Kelly: Marcella

Daughter of Mike and Bridget Smith Kelly

Entered Presentation Order April 16, 1911

Sr. Mary Charlotte Leonard: Angeline (Deceased)
Daughter of Phil and Margaret Hanlon Leonard
Entered Mercy Order in 1911

Sr. Mary Alanzo Shekleton: Marie (Deceased 1915)
Daughter of Thomas and Ann Galligan Shekleton
Entered the Dominican Order August 15, 1912

Sr. Mary Paula Griffin: Margaret (Deceased)
Daughter of Tom and Mary Kelly Griffin

Entered Merey Order at Cedar Rapids 1914

Sr. Mary Carmelita Galligan: Mary, Deceased
Daughter of Patrick W. and Elizabeth Hunter Galligan
Entered Presentation Order August 13, 1914

Sr. Mary Leona Marie Corrigan: Mollie

Daughter of Edward and Mary O’Brien Corrigan
Entered the Holy Name of Jesus Convent July 16, 1916
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30.

31.

34

36.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Sr. Mary Nathaniel Shekleton: Genevieve,
Daughter of Frank and Margaret Lynch Shekleton
Entered the Dominican Order August 15, 1917

Sr. Mary Antonio Braunon: Anna

Daughter of Tom and Bridget Malloy Brannon
Eutered the Merey Order in 1918

Sr. Margaret Teresa Malloy: Genevieve

Daughter of Will and Bridget Corrigan Malloy
Entered the Holy Name of Jesns Convent March 14, 1920
Sr. Mary Annunciata Kelly: Esther, Deceased
Daughter of Mike and Bridget Smith Kelly
Entered Mercy Order in September 1920

Sr. Mary Patrice (Galligan: Mary

Daughter of Patrick and Mary Trout (Galligan
Entered the Presentation Order September 8, 1920
Sr. Mary Charline Shekleton: Margaret Ann
Daughter of John and Grace Commerford Shekleton
Entered the Order of Sisters of the Divine Saviour in Feb. 1932
Sr. Mary Borgia ('Byrne: Lucian (Deceased)
Daughter of Mike and Tresa Rooney O’Byrne
Entered Ursuline Convent 1933

Sr. Mary Dominica Schuman: Beatrice
Daughter of Frank and Cleo Sloan Schumann
Entered Presentation Order 1934

Sr. Mary Basil Taylor: Mary
Daughter of Oliver and Rose Rink Taylor
Entered Presentation Order 1934 e

Sr. Mary Alberta: Lynch
Daughter of Frank and Lucy Brannon Lynch
Entered Presentation Order in 1934

Sr. Mary Genevieve Canty: Leona, Deceased
Daughter of Eugene and Rose Ann O’Byrne Canty
Entered the Little Co. of Mary in September, 1935

Sr. Mary Calasanctius Carlin: Irene
Daughter of Mike and Bessie McCarten Carlin
Entered Franciscan Order in August 1935

Sr. Mary Loyola Murray: Helen
Daughter of Mike and Genevieve Burns Murray
Entered the Mercy Order October 31, 1937

Sr. Mary Helen Marie Feeney: Helen Marie
Daughter of James and Josie Galligan Feeney
Entered Presentation Order 1938
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42.

43.

44,

46.

47.

48.

49.

54.

ot
S

Sr. Mary Charlotte Morris: Arlene
Daughter of Charles and Etta McEnaney Morris
Entered Presentation Order in September 1940

Sr. Mary Eugene Goss: Margaret Mary
Daughter of Ambrose and Florence Canty Goss
Entered Presentation Order in September 1941

Sr. Mary Emiliana Meissen: Marie
Daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Hornisch Meissen
Entered Mt. St. Francis in 1941

Sr. Mary Bernard Marie Arens:
Daughter of John and Agnes Hauptman Arens
Entered the Franciscan Convent August 1942

Sr. Mary Irene Burns: Estella
Daughter of Edwin and Irene Meyer Burns
Entered the Mercy Order on January 23, 1950

Sr. Mary Cephas Wichman: Catherine
Daughter of Joe and Huberta McAlleer Wichman
Euntered the Mercy Order August 1950

Sr. Mary Jovanne Arens: Dorothy
Daughter of John and Agnes Hauptman Arens
Entered Franciscan Order in August 1950

Sr. Mary Paula Kuennen: Genevieve
Daughter of Ed and Emma Bucheit Kuennen
Entered Presentation Order in August 1950

Sr. Mary Jacqueline Quillin: Maxine
Daughter of Leonard and Kate Scally Quillin
Entered Presentation Order September 1, 1952

Sr. Mary de Lourdes Burns: Joellen
Daughter of Frank and Mattie McMahon Burns
Entered Mercy Order in August 1957

Sr. Mary Lucy Rosauer: Luey

Daughter of Carl and Rita Baltes Rosauer

Entered the Little Company of Mary in August 1959
Sr. Mary Clarissa Schaufenbuel

Daughter of Joseph and Alma Wieling Schaufenbuel
Entered Franciscan Order in 1960

Sr. Mary Eileen Croell

Daughter of Richard and Leona Schalk Croell
Entered Presentation Order August 27, 1965

Sr. Donna Marie Mihm

Daughter of Charles and Ila Mae Eineck Mihm
Entered Presentation Order August 27, 1965
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Our Lady Of Mt. Carmel School
Lawler, lowa

The following is the list of members of the first graduating class
of Mt. Carmel School. It was held in 1897 in the old Opera House,
which was located above what is known today as Millie’s Beauty Shop.
The top floor was removed several years ago.

First High School Graduating Class — 1897

Sr. Mary Agatha Murphy -— teacher

1. Regina Cooney (Brady) ..Deceased 6. Ambrose Murphy ........ Deceased
2. Etta Kelly (Burke) ..... Deceased 7. Henry O’Neill .......... Deceased
3. Nean Larson (Conley) ..... Living 8. Thomas Goheen ............ Living
4, Charles Leonard ......... Deceased 9. Martha Corrigan (Allman)

5. Susie McKone ........... Deceased 10. Maude Taylor (Conely) ..Dececased

The Class of 1898 (Second High School Graduating Class)
2. Imelda Mullen

1. Anne Caffery

BACK TOP ROW — Joe Farrell, Gertrude Larson (Russell), Gertrude McKone
(Solou), Elizabeth Corrigan (Sr. M. Philomena).

SECOND ROW — Jack Goheen, Rita Cooney (Sullivan), Margaret Egan (Sweeney),
Leona Leonard, Margaret Kelly (Sr. M. Calasanectius).

FIRST ROW — Nell Marshall (Casey), Elizaheth Murphy (Sr. M. Rosalia)

Third High School Graduating Class 1899,
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The Class of 1899 (Third High School Graduating Class)

Sr. Mary Presentation — teacher

. Rita Cooney (Sullivan)

. Leona Leonard

. Nell Marshall (Casey)

. Gertrude McKone (Solon)

. Gertrude Larson (Russell)

. Elizabeth Corrigan (Sr. M. Philo-
mena) Visitation Order entered 1902

St WL -

7. Elizabeth Murphy (Sr. M. Rosalia)
Visitation Order entered 1902

8. Margaret Kelly (Sr. M. Calasane-
tius) Presentation entered 1902

9. Margaret Egan (Sweeney)

10. Joseph Farrell

11. John Goheen

CLOSING EXERCISES OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL SCHOOL
AT THE OPERA HALL, LAWLER, JUNE 21-22, 8 o’clock — 1899

Entrance Mareh:

Played by Helen O’Neil and Helen V. Miller

Choruses Welcome:
Pupils
Recitation: — A Guilty Child
Maggie Sullivan
Scarf Fantasies:
Nine Little Misses
Dlsarte Movements:—/Jesus Lover
of My Soul
B Class
Songs — French Air:
Boys
Salutatory :
Joe Farrell
Essay:— “We See But Through
Mists”
Nellie B. Marshall
Essay : — Self Culture:
Marguiretta Kelly

Violin Duet : — My Darling Polka
Leo Saltzman and Mathi Miller
Piano Duet:— Golden Spray
Mae Lewis and Anna Eickhoff
Drama:—T'm Uncle Sam the
Yankee
Jerome Kelly, J. McKone and Frank
Eickhoff

May Pole Dance: —
The Juniors

Opening Chorus:

Piano Solo: — May Breezes
Katie O’Connor
Song: — The Bridge
J. J. Goheen and Will Casey
Violin: — The Harp

Lew Heiberger

OUR NATION’S PROGRESS

Series I
Margueritta Cooney

Series II:—Our American Galaxy
John J. Goheen

Violin Solo:
Stella Burns

Vocal: — Come Away Elves

M. Kelly, G. Larson, L. Corrigan, (i
Mc¢Kone, and J. J. Goheen

Essay : — Poetry of Nature
Elizabeth M. Murphy
Essay : — “Where Lies the Land to
‘Which our Barouche Must Go”
Gertrude McKone
Quartet :—Happy are We Tonight

Class

Piano Solo—Song of the Alps

Miss Drewelow



Piano Solo :—Rocked in the Cradle
of the Deep
Miss B. Burns
Series III:— Our Inventions and
Discoveries
Leona Leonard
Essay : — The Woman of Today
Marguiretta Eagen

Schottische : — Bells of the West
Mandolin, E. Kelly; Banjo, J. Go-
heen; Piano, L. Murphy

Essay : — Education
Gertrude Larson

(‘lass Roll:

Valedictory :
Elizabeth Corrigan

Song and Chorus:
Graduates

Class Colors:
Gold and White

Conferring of Honors:
Rev. Garrahan

Class Motto:
Knowledge and Virtue United

(!lass Flower:
FEwmblem Rose

Class Officers:

Rresident isayiisisriinieisisansd Margaret Mary Blazek
L L e Y James Martin
RBOPOTALY x5 iis immisiodineinm Hiatviass 65,00 pe SEisensiies Teresa Croell
TPORBITOY 5-wviviiss isvionsa w siniav sl e s U 7 S Jerome Kuennen,
NAIOATCEONTIN ..o er0 arnesionin oo sigiossiaz ot s IS James Martin
BRIGEAtOITER. «ucivniaeensmmasrsummpesismse suss e mes Mary Junko

Bighth Grade Graduates

Wendell Tank, Lawler Publie, Alice Mae Busta, Charlotta Anun Meyer, Utica
No. 7, Duane Panos, Gary E. Panos, Utica No. G.

Lawler Publiec School Commencement Exercises

Gertrude McKone, Gertrude Larson, Leona Leonard, Elizabeth Murphy, Nellie High School Auditorium, May 18, 1960
B. Marshall, Marguiretta Egan, Marguiretta Kelly, Marguiretta M. Cooney,

Elizabeth V. Corrigan, Joseph Farrell and John J. Goheen. 8:00 P. M

Three out of this class became nuns: ’ o =

Elizabeth Corrigan (Sr. M. Philomena) Visitation Order, entered in 1902

Elizabeth Murphy (Sr. M. Rosaliq) Visitation Qrder, entered in 1902 ProeosatotAl - .ix:simvsa e iiiesbn s saen Sharalee Baumler
Margaret Kelly (Sr. M. Calasanctius) Presentation Order, entered in 1902 Tnvosslion R Rev. Ludwig Urbanek
Sister Mary Presentation, teacher of 1899 Balutatory AAAYEES: ... .c.eeumiieemiimsiooimin g Mary Junko
: Valedictory address .......csivessaecsosvinas James Martin
BOIE oo o S S R SR e RN Glee Club
LAST SISTER’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATING CLASS —1919 s HAMBEY o memenmummpsmensesnss Margaret Mary Blisek
CIans WL aconiervionisivisiersis st el iy i s Jerome Kuenuen
1. Helen Lambert (Mrs. Chas. Jungblut, Dubuque, Iowa) Class: Propheey. o wiimai sy Robert Patrick Sheridan
2. Mary Galligan (Sister Mary Patrice, Presentation Order, entered 1920) Pribiite to Mothers Class of 1960
3. Miss Gertrude Commerford, (Bellingham, Washington) S o T A G R
4, Mary Murray (Mrs. Clarence Springer, Walla Walla, Washington) Commencement address ................ Rev. James F. Delay
5. Mary Burns (Mrs. Joe Ryan, Chicago, TlL.) Presentation of Class............. Principal Patrick Kramer
6. ‘(Z;.ace I%Inl:;nu((;;l (Mi;"lhié‘k‘;]‘Gallgll’ CIhi]cagdo, 1{{1]) : - Presentation of Diplomas ......... President Donald Leonard
7. ice Kelly rs. Phil Collins, Pine Islan inn. . .
8. Colletta McBride (Henry Cﬂm’lnn, St. Paul,, Minn.) Efghth Sraile G'raduates : .Supermtendel‘l E: Hopned MoGistney
9. Viola Siglin (Mrs. James Curley, Rockwe]l, Towa) Elghth Grade Dxplomas PR, 3 A Supermtendent A, S. Morse

10, Lena Farrell (Mrs, Leo McEnaney, Lawler, Towa) Speeial Award ..occiGocishiiiieden County Bar Assoeciation
BEnGAICLION. .« o0 wipiwmmmommmninimvipoiasme Rev. Ludwig Urbanek
. ” ¢ . Raeesmlonal & 5 s s desissieeeenmisaeies Sharalee Baumler
The following is the last graduating class of the Lawler High
School, May 18, 1960. Next vear’s class will be known as Turkey
Valler Hich Kohoal Honor Guards: Ushers:
’ i ' Lloyd Schaufeubuel Thomas Denner
Mary Ann Kipp Roger Kuennen
Naae 3 Robert Kuennen
Class of 1960 Announcer: Patrick Murray
William Busta, Lyle Franzen Margaret Mary Blazek, Thomas Britt, Jerry Hart, George Timlin Ao anist:
Teresa Croell, Loretta Gebel, Jerome Kuennen, Margie Halbur, Mary Junko, James Flower Girls: cecompanist :

Martin, Paul Kuennen, Mike Teonard, Charles Murray, Sandra Heaney, and Robert Carlene Kuehner

Patrick Sheridan. Paulette Tupy .
Dianne Svendsen Glee Club Director:
MEORRG, it W S s R “Find a Way or Make one’’! Programs: Carole Reihle
L ET R BT (o) R S SR/ S S PRI Green and White

Anne Reissner
LRREIICRNRT aeommssmrse sl e R e Pink Rose Carole Reihle
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