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The Author and “Blister’”

This little bookled is dedicated Lo the mamary of “Blis-

ter'” who was a true partner to the author for 16 years
and brought to him many happy hours,

We henorable dedieate this Hitle bookled in glosious re-
rumberznee of the old ploneers but, specially to Jimmie
Seullan who made possiblethe publication of the history by
submicking seript and pictuies, and we are most gratful Lo
hin

To themen and women who dedcate | their life's to
ik glory of God in establishing Him a house of worship in
our home we call Waucoma.

To the old Irish who erccted in a beautiful sotting of
naturea shrine to n saint they loved, Saint Rose of Lima
and lift up their hearts, their labor, their hope in a great
faith which they had brought over from the old world, to
Him, who like Him had suffered persecution,

To the pioneer ministers and priests who breasted the
storms of winter, who rode horses and lumber wagons for
days, waded sloughs, swam streams, suffered bitter cold, li-
ved on Corn Meal and received little pay.

To all who made sacrifices that religion mabe preserved

and chosen a partner for life, to live well and die right,
that all be rewarted in a better nation blessed by God.

The Author
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ST, ROSE CHURCH

1852-1015

The first chureh to be built was St. Rose Chatolie
church neer the present. Waucoma.,
From the life of Bishop Loras the first Bishops of Dubuque
We quote the the following decription of the dioeese of Du-
bugue, oni hundred years ago: A soil unrivaled in fortility

o unrivaled in salubrity, an immense .region en-

in beauty sky and landscape, prairies and forest

ning with Nature's offerings, mighty rivers coveting
Uhet task of bearing on their waters southward and north-
witrd to earth's great seas, for the wealth of Nations, the
reward of human industry.

He advertised this new unsettled country to the
warldby personal contact, letters, and in the leading Ca-
tholic Newtpapers of that day.

This description fell on fertile soil and soon caravans of
covered wagons bearing men and» woman fired with a de-
tormination to make good, and looking upon thiz promis-
od land as a future home, were soon Journeying westward
loward  the setting sun.. -

The people al whom we are st present interested lived

St. Rose Church at the time of dismantling 1915
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in and around Sibley, Ohio and consisted of Patrick
(Kfor) Brannon and family of five sons, John (married)
Owen, Lawrence, Thomas, Philip, three daughters, Matil-
dn, Naney and Mary Ann, and a brothers family consist-
ing of Thomns, Patrick and John O. Brannon, Michiel
Kieron, Owen Burns and Michiel Dignan, the latter three
belng husbands of Brannon aisters,

These familien Journeyed in covered wagons during the
summer of 1852 to Dubuque, lowaund continued toa loea
ton In soction 4 Edon Township, Fayette County and in
the adjoining weetion 38 in Winneshick County, this was
north of where the village of Waueomn was later laid out.
Patriek K. Brannon and family spent the winter in Dubu
e but joined his companions the following spring, He
bought the land from the goverment in  section 7 Eden
Tawnship, This was the foundation of the Brannon sett-
lement and they necleus around which 8t. Rose Catholic
chureh was centered, 1t was also the first Chatolie c¢hurch
in Fayette County.

Many families from adjoining communities in Ohio and
other parts of the cast came in the year following and ma-
de their homes in the new settlement.

PIONEER PRIESTS

Pioncer Priest’s traveling from one settlement to ano-
ther attended to their spiritual needs.

Father Louis Decailly

The first mentioned was Father Louis Decailly, a close
friend and relative of Bishop Loras. Undoubtly it ewas at
his sugestion that forty acres of land, the SW 1-4 of NE
1-4 of section 23 Stapleton Township, Chicksaw County
was purchased from the goverment to be used for church
and cemetery.

Church Property in Chickasaw County 1854

The church property secured in Chicksaw County was
deeded to Bishop Loras Decomber 24, 1854, This deed 18
recorded in the recorders office in New Hampton, lowa.
No church was build on this property but a few burialg
were made, remains were later moved to the present St. Ro
gt cemetery.

For some reason not known, this side was not satisfacto~
ry, and a new location was chosen, this was about one mi-

le farther cast on a hill, commanding a beautiful view of
the surrounding country. In the recorders office at West.
Union we find that Patrick K. Brannon deeded this forty
nerod the NE fractional 1-4 of section7 Eden township,
Fayotto county to Bishop Loras June 5, 1856

Stone Chureh Built in 1857

A hitory of Fayotte county published in 1878 states
It & ehurch was built there in 1857, It was built of sto-

W nd Muss was celebrated in it, we are told, by Rev. F.

mnhh. hefore the floor was laid, He was the priest nt-

tending the German settlement around Old Mission, pre-

Vioud to the building of the church Mass was celebrated
in (he settler homes by the pioncer priost’s who traveled

from one settlement to another. It was customary in those

c'luyx to stay after Mass and have dinner, Pionoer hospita-
ity,

Stone Parsonage is Built by Father MeCollow

About this time Rev. Henry MeCollow hought land on
e east and westside of the church properto and built a
ntone house on it(the rable-ends still standing are all that
remained to day) This was occupied by a renter, James
MeCaffery, with whom he made his home when not atton-
ding the outlying missions. As no records are available we
are unahle to state how long this arrangement lasted.
Father Richard Nagle stationed at McGregor, la. had
86, Rose on hislist, of outlaying missions at one time.

Rov. Patrick McGinness is also recalled as attending
during the Civil War dayz.

We can find no records as to when the original stone
howse on the chureh property was built.

Early Members of St. Rase Chureh

The following family names are typical of the nationali-
ty of old St. Rose membership who attended Mass in the
stone church: Ball, Brannon, Burns, Caffery, Campficld
Casoy, Cassidy, Commers, Connell, Conzen, Courtney’
Culf, Daily, Deeny, Dignam, Doyle, Duffy, Dunn, Egan,
Farnan, Farrell, Finegan, Galligan, Goss, Graham, Mur-
ray Kieron, Kenney, Lensing, Lyone, Lyneh, Mangan,
Ciroem, Grimes, Hand, Heath, Heatherton, Hoey, Kellys
Ronnedy, King, Morris, Rourke, Montgomery, Murphy:
McEnancy, MeMahon, MeGovern, McGrath, Nichols*
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Neon, Plunkelt, Quirk, Regan, Ronan, Seallan, Seally,
Shelileton, Maddon, Sheridan, Sloan, Ticrney, Ward, Bur
lw, Callun, Dugan, Drum, MeGowan, Woods, Maher,
Kirloy, Juekson, Cavenaugh, Nulty, Cronin, Roony,
Deskery. Sounds like as if n portion of Ireland was trans
forrod to lowa, When Lawler wis ostahlished many of
the above namon woro Lranslornsd 1o "Our Lady of Mt,
Carmel"” parinh,

Paptimn, Marringos 1867

With the coming of Rov. . P Harrison in 1867 a recard
of buptiom, mureinges ote. wus kept and & more complete
Wistory of the church is obtainable. His mother dicd  hore
Nov. 7, 1869 and her remning repose i the adjoining ce-
motory, During his pastorate three young man went to
college to study for the priesthood, namely Patrick Tier-
ey, Thomas Brannon and John Burns, also a istor of Lthe
lutler joined the Sisters of Charity about the same Lime,
Futher Harrison was a favorite among his brother priests
and during his stay here entertained much compkiny.
11 1868 4 buptizm was performed by Rev. John Ryan, in
15869 Thomus M. Leniban baptized, Father Ryanylater be

[ paaayy I8 3Ly el
e B i
Father Henry MeCollow 1864-1867
First Reaiding Priest of 8t. Rose
Bought land on the east and west side of the ehurch and
built a stone honse,
Dorchester, Towa, Father McCallough, one of the oldest
Catholic priests in Tows, breathed his last August 1, 1801
The deseased was about ninety years old, and for the past
four years had made his, home with his nephow, Father
McCullough of this place, where his death took place The
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remaing were brought to Waukon by a large funeral pro-
eowsdon, and were sent for burial to Larchill, County Der-
ry, Iroland, his native place,

Noto-I'hoto by Steel Bros., Waukon, Ta.. This may have
been the only picture of him eyer taken,

Clipping from a Waukon, fowa newspaper.

onme Bishiop of Cheyenne, Wyoming., On September 15

INI0 Rev, N. . Seallan performed a marriage eeremony’
Fither Seallan was then stationed at Waterloo and was a
couwsin  of Joseph Scallan.

Father P. F. Harrison 1867-1872
Second Residing Priest of St. Rose
Kept records of baptism, marriages ete. and entertained
many neighboring priest. Father Harrison also attended
Catholic mission at West Union and Fayette and also at
Pinhook settlement in Bremer county, he also went to
New Hampton to read Mass, The mother of Father Harri
son is buried at St. Rose cemetery,

In 1872 Father Harrison was succeeded by Rev. Patrick
Farrelly. Previous to his coming the Milwaukee Railroad
built the Towa and Dacota devision west of Calmar. The
town +of Lawler was started, a new parish established and
a chureh built,
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Rev. Patrick Farrelly  1872-1876

Third Residing Pastor of St. Rose
Futher Farrelly was born at Aughavis, county Leitrim,
dipecse of Ardah, Treland in 1848, He finished his collegi-
il course in Ireland and came to the United States at the
fge of 17, Alter spendingone year at Assumption college,
Montreal he completed his course in philosophy and theo-
logy in the Kenrick seminary at Cape Giradeau, Mo. He
was ordained in Dubuque June 2. 1871 by Bishop Hennes-
ey and was temporarily assighed to Blairstown in 1871

I 1872 he waz appointed pastor of St, Rose holding al-

80 Lawler as a mission. In 1876 he Zave up St. Rose and
moved to Lawler, In 1867 he was transferred to Holy
Cross, Dubuque county and in 1899 he went to Sheldon
and in 1902 to Carroll. In 1912 he was appointed pastor
of Assumption church, Emmetsburg and on Feb. 17, 1921
he was made Mongignor. He diod at Emmetsburgh Sept.
2, 1924 und burial was mude at Denison.

Rev. Michael Lynch 1876-1877
Fourth Residing Pastor of St. Rose
After Father Farrelly gave up St, Rose parish the Rey,
Michael Lynch was assigned to St. Rose where he died in
the spring of the following vear, If any reader wishes to

sy & prayer at his grave, they will find it in the cemetery
ul Holy Cross, Ia,
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Rev. M. J. Quirk 1877-1879
Fifth Residing Pastor of St. Rose. 3
IFollowing the death of Father Lync‘h. Rev. M.J. Quirk
was sent to care for St. Rose and Reilly Settlement.

New Church Built

+ found the old stone church altogether too sman to
nc:lo:n:unedate the members of the parish, 1t was decided
1o built a frame chureh and use the rocke of the old cpurch
for the foundation of the new-—and thus an old pioncer
landmark became a memory. This new church never con.
tained pews, Lhe faithful bad either to stand or kneel. Thy
woman occupied the right side and the men the left.

School is Built

When the new church was built Father Quirk wished to
have & school inconection with it. A new building wag
built attached to the north end, it was ﬁngneed voluntary
by subsciptions. A district was ?o'be establ_lshed with a teri
tory drawn from the three adjoining counties, school was
taught during the school year 1878 and 1879, Father ert
waa sent to another parish and St. Roae was without a res
ding pastor until the following spring.

Rev. R. A. Byrnes of Lawler Serves

In the intervening time, Rev, R. A, Byrnesof Lawler at

tended the fatthful’s spiritual needs,
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Rev. J. F. Corbett 1888

During the lenten period in 1880 Rev. J. F. Corbett ac-
ted as pastor Pro-Tem,

Rev, F. McMahon 1880-1881

In May 1880 Rev, F. MeMahon Was given 4 per.
manent charge while stationod nt West Union, he alo had
charge of 0 small parigh known as Christion Prairic in a
settloment SE, of I"burg, he still sttended there while sta-
tioned at 8¢, Rose, he alio had charge of Reilly Settlement

Lightning Distroys Church

In the summer of 1881 lightning caused the total de.
itruction of the new church. Sunday serviees WeTe now
transferred to a nearby schoolhouse (Dist. No. 4 Eden
township) until another building was erected.on the old
foundation, -

Father McMahon's Health Declines

Father MeMahon's health beginning to fail because of the
extra work required, was transferred to Waverly, He died
at Merey Hospital Dubuque J uly 3, 1889 st the young age
of 35. He was born in Limerick, Ireland, He received his
cducation at the Christian Brothers school and Jesuit col-
legge of his native city and was ordained in Dubuque in
the summer of I877 and was Prof. at St, Joseph’s college
Dubuque for four vears. ‘

Rev. M. J. Hennessey 1881-1889

Sixth Residing Priest of St. Rose
Rev. M. J, Hennessey was stationet to St. Rose after the
calling of Father MeMahon

Rev. D. W. Murphy Assigned to Reilly Settlemant,

About thistime Rev. D. W. Murphy was assigned to
Reilly scttlement, but died a short time later and it again
was attended by St. Rose pastor and continued so until
the sisters sehool was opened in Waucomain 1915

New Parsonage is Built

In 1884 Father Hennessey built o new modern parsonage
directly west of the church (see picture on page 5) and was
pastor of 8t. Rose parish until Decomber 1889, The declin-
ing years were spent in Ireland where he died in 1959
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Rev. M. J, Hennessey 1881-1880

Sixth Residing Priest of 8L, Rose
In 1£84 Father Hennessey buill a new modern parsona-
go directly west of the chureh.

Rev. Patrick O'Reilly 1890-1898 .
Seventh and last residing Priest of 8, Roge?
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Rev Patrick O Reilly succoded Father  Hennessey, St,
Rowe wi Fathep O'Reilly's Tirat assignment after being
ordained in Ireland for the Dubuque diocese. He was of
ngult, prace loving nature, perfectly eontended - with the
rural surroundings and social customs of Lhe people,

Hopw and Bugy Dayy

Fathor ORoily's pastornte was during the height of
Fhe *horue and buggy days" A farmer who could nol gporl
u driving tesm and 0 bugey was considored ancient, The
nncient modo of Lraveling to the old stone churceh CONsis-
tod of & lumbey wagon with one spring seat. An armiul
of hay in the rear of the box was sufficient necommods-
Hond Tor the youngsters, At harvest time, if the man of
Ll hotse wis unable, or too tired or lazy to remove- the
hayreck from the one Wagon he owned, it was not unusual
o see a family coming to Mass on 4 jag of hay.

Two Kinds of Roads

Those hay g enty a short distance Lo 20, genvrally wal-
ked, In tho davs there wore two kinds of roails, n'mddy
M wot weather and rough in dry weather. When the news
of lh-nry Fords hopeloss carriages, seen on the streets of
Dotroit, begin o interest peaple, times chunged

Church Pienics

\ hlrsr.m'y of 5L, Hose woulll be invomplete without a do
seription of at least one of the many church pienics held
in th. adjoining wouods. Following is an account of one hy
l)ufnps Duffy, a cousin of the pastor, it war elipped from
a Chicago Catholie newspaper * Alittle west of 8t. Rose's
church and in avery pieturesque spot in the woods was
erccted all the paraphernalia requisite for such an oceasi.
on, Iee cream stands, lemonade and POp corn counters,two
larg: commodioys dining tables, capable of accomodating
Lwo I:l}ﬂ(h\'»d people at one time and a prefty dance pavi-
lulm with band stand attaehed and shaded from the rays
of old 8ol by the overhanging foliage. Athlotic sports, ba;e
ball and lor; e racing were also indulged in. And what a
happy crowd of over 700 beople participating in the vari-
Qus amusements, Your correspondent has been fo different
celebrations through the west, both city and country and
fmust sy that St, Rose chureh pienic was an enjoyable ti-
me as he everspent, ¢ Was a pleasing sight to see (he
erowds of athletic young farmers and their rosy cheeked
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pompanions enter with such a hearty good will intq every
thing. The order wasexcellent, not the slightest thing ero
pping up to mar the days pleasure. The popular pastor,
Rov, P, O'Reilly worked like a Trojan, looking after and
handling his big crowd of visitors, The suceess socially of
the pienie tended to make also a financial one, and the
poodly sum realized far exceeded anticicipations. Before
concluding I must refer to the well deserved act of recogni-
ton of a commitee of the men who ca'led at the parsonage
on Miss Ellie O'Reilly, the pastors sister and honsekeeper
il prosented  her with a handsome testimonial for her
viluable assistance.

Religious of the Parish

The following sons of the parish entered the Pricsthood
s members of 8t Rose parish: Patrick A, B, Tierney (de.
ovasee) Thomas 1. Brennan (deceased) and buried in St.
Rose cemetery. John J. Burns, o priest of the Trappiest
Order in who's eemetery at New Melleray his remains now
lie,

Patrick A. R, Tierney

Patrick A. R, Tierney was born in St. Rose pgrish lf‘eb.
24, 1865. He obtained his education at St. Francis Semina-
ry Milwaukee, Wis. where he was ordained June 20th 18-
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9. He was asigned to the following parishes at different
times:Ossian, Granville, Spencer, Whitmore, West Bend
an'l Centralia. He was 4 briliant orator and had one out-
tanding hobby, numely, temperance, He was one time
treasirer of the Dubuque temperance association of priests
The following items appenred in the Catholic Union and
Timus, published in Buffalo, N, Y. “Fatber Tierney of O3

wlan, lowa i pronounced the Father Matthew of the West
and doing good work for tie Lemperance cause,

Thomas ). Brennan

Thomas D. Brennan was born near Waucoma, Ta. the
son of Mr.and Mrs. Thomas Brennan. He commenced his
studies for the priesthood at 8t. Franeis Seminary, Mil.
waukee, Wis. The last three years were spent at the Semi-
nary of “Our Lady of Angels”, Suspension Bridge, N. Y.
He was ordained at Buffalo, N. Y. by Bishop Ryan in Ju-
ne 1878 and remained in the diocese of Dubuque, He sory-
ed as pastor at Dorehestor, MeGregor and Clermont, Ia.
at different times, He took a vears vaeation from studios
and taught a select school during one wintr in the stong
church at 8t. Rose during the early seventies. Many
nf.lhe young people of the parish availed themselves or
this oppertunity to improve their edu cation. He died ':at
Merey Hospital Dubuque April 4, 1883, His remains rest
‘n St, Rose cemetery.
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John J. Burns

~ John J. Burna was the ol-
+ dest sonof Mr. and Mrs.
~ Michael Burns, oitained his
~ pducation in Milwaukee and
2 “when ordained was assigned
P '{w LaCross, Wis, diocese. La
gter hie beecume a ‘Trappist
Monk at the New Mellary
ﬁMonastery near  Dubuque,
where he died about 1939,
. He was known to the world
as Prother John,

Sisters of the Parish

The following young ladies of St. Rose parish joined the
Mhators of Charity, B. V. M.: Sister Mary Felix, only
dnughter of Mr, and Mrs, Michael Burns.

Sister Mary Roderick, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
uurlnv.

Siater Mury Elaine, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Thomas
Nurns.

T'he following joyned the Sisters of Merey:

Siuter Mary Huberta and Sister Mary Camela, daugh-
Lo of Mr, and Mrs. James Burns,

Spocial Chureh Activities
~ T'he firsl vestments, sanetuary supplies and organ used
for Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrement at St. Rose

wore purchased by Rev. M. J. Hennessey. It was he who
first used this religious service at St. Rose.

Missions at St. Rose

L,

“I'he first mission given at St. Rose of which there isany
pocord was in the month of June 1884, It continued one
wook with theree serviees each day, It was conducted by
Awo Missionary Fathers., The leaders name was Father
LaGroe.

Last Years of St, Rose

Teeause of digputes among the parishers Father O'Reil-

“ly loft for Dorethy, la. in 1899, After Father O'Reilly Rev

Hogan was called to St, Roseand as this parish grew ol-
dor and larger and more Catholics took up their residence
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in Waucomz, it beeamo necessary to devite the parish
and in the year 1399 a new chureh was built in Wauco-
mu fallowod s00n by & modern priest house, for a while
both parishes were sorved from Waucoma, Some of the fa-
mils were so stubborn in attending Mass they drove
right by St, Mary's in Wancoma to attend serviees in St.
Row. and when in 1915 this services were discontinued,
Some were a0 discunted that for o while they would not
attend worvices it Waucoma and went Lo 5t, wose to pray
the rosary by themulves,

A Glorious Ending

S0 same Lo an ond St Rose, placed by faithful Trish
In a beautifui setting of nature, the first Catholic church
in Fuyette County with a glorious history,

OTHER WAUCOMA CHURCES

Numerous chureh organizations have existed in Waueo-
i from time to time, but some of them have not sustai-
nod their carly organisations, while others have come and
superasded them, Of the former we mention the Christian
dvnomination, where among the early opeupants of the
ficld, but their organization went down.

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

1874

In 1874 both the Congregationa] and United Brethern
people effected organizations in Waucoma and beld their
services in a school house which was standing between
the present Albert Kurash lot and the railroad track . The
church organization of the Congregationalists was effec-
ted in the country and later removed to Waucoma, where
they built the first church edifice, In 1894 this congroga-
Ltion buill their present house of worship. and this is the
principal Protestant arganization in Waucoma,

First Church
The congregation erceted its first building in the fall of
1874 and the dedication service was held January 9th 1875
During the pastorate of Rev, W. W. Lewis 1889 to 1893

the building was enlarged and changed to its present form

and stands as a pleasing specimen of modern church archi.
tecture,

-

Congregational now Federated Church
Parsonage  Fstablished

I Soptember 1883 o building costing $1,150 was pur-
ehaw | for a parsonage.

Pastors

I'ho following pastors served the ¢congregation:
Rev. Henry Lees Oct, 1, 1875 to Oct, 1, 1878
Rev. Honry Kent Oct. 1878 to July 1883
Rev. C. C. Humphrey Feb, 1384 to May 1885
Rev. Palmer Litts May 1885 to Oet. 1889
Rev, W. W. Lewis Nov. 1880 to Feb. 1893
Ruv. M. S. Freeman March 1893 to April 1894
Rev, V., B, Hill July 1894 to June 1899
Rov, N, E. Hannat July 1899 to Sept. 1902
Rev. R, £, House March 1903 to June 1903
Rev, M. A. Frost Sept. 19, 1903 to
Later the Rev. W. W. Tuttle. G, C. Summers, R. H. How
ard, W, H. Gifiord, W. G. Clark and Rev. W. H. Gifford
returning the second time.

M. E. Church Unites with Congregational Chureh

In the year 1928 the Methodist Episcopal united with
the Congregational church. Under this adminustration
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there have been Rev. J. P, Gable, Rev., MecMichael Rev.
C. C. Winter.

Changing of Name
After the merger with the M., E. church the name of
Firut. Congregational church was abandoned and the na-
me Federated church was adopted.

1939
During the year 1989 there was no residing pastor in
Waueoma and the congregation was served from Fayette
by Rev, G, P. Clite,

LAST RESIDING PASTOR

1940
In the year 1940 Rev. B. B. Wright was called to Wau
coma and under his faithful leadership the congregation
was derved until 1943. Since that time the congregation
had no residing pastor and was served from New Hamp-
ton and Fayette,

Mrs, A. H. Bartter

When in the summer of 1943 Rev. Wright left for Med-
ford, Wis. Mrs Alfred H. Bartter of Decorah was hired to
succed him,she was ordained in Waucomo July, 9, 1944
and remained here until July 15, 1945,

Ordination of Woman Pastor in Waucoma

Only Second in lowa
1944

On Sunday July 9, 1944 Mrs. Alfred H, Barter was or-
dained a Minister at the local church, she was the only se-
eond woman pastor in the state of Towa. Many Ministers
were present for the ordination as Rev. Max Strong of
Dubuque, Rev. Robert J. Watson, Manchester, The Or-
dination Sermon was preached by Rev. Ralph B. Moyce
of Grinnell, the Ordination Vows and Prayer of Ordina-
tion by Rev. A. H. Bartter, Decorah and her husband,
“What Doesthe Master Expect of Me' by Rev, and Mrs
C. Snyder of New Hampton, Declaration by Moderator
of the office confered, Remarks were made by Rev. John
Clyde, Fayette at which time he presented a bible which
was a gift from her mother, Mrs. Pratt, The Right Hand
of Fellowship by Rev, Clarence Wolstedt, Elkader; Char
¢ to the congregation, by Rev. Charles F. Jacobs, Water-

"?,Nu_l 16, 1M5 Rov. Frances Bartter left for
g, N. Dk,

Mtlmn Iy, Royal J. Montgomery of G!'innell
ol I, Clyde of Fayette filled the pulpit.

Rev, David E. Arnold

e 1046 the Rev. David E. Arnold of New
plon was hired ag pastor of the church. in 1946 he ma
L ilp Lo Germany for charitable purposes. 0!1 Nov. 4,
WM ey, Arnold resigned for health reason, Since that
W vinlting pastors have served the congregation.
Socielies
A Young Peoples Bockoty of Christinn Endiavor was
aranized in the year 1886 and o Ladies Cooperative So-
wloly wis organized in 1908 and since the merger of the
Methodist Ladies Aid with  the Cooperative Socicty is
now the United Ladies Aid,

The Federated Church Today.

Today the Federated church has a m?mbership of' 75
wouls, & vory active woman church sogl?ty. the United
Lavdion Aid who by their efforts and sacrifices keep the ho-
e foes burning by serving the publ‘ic whok\w_me meals
ot populu prices- a Sunday school with 50 pupils attend-
. Tho church property is very neatly kept and one of
pleasant sitnes in town,

UNITED BRETHERN CHURCH
Later the Methodist Episcopal Cbl.}tch
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In 1874 the United
they fivat held their

Brethern chureh was organized and
serviees in a school house along wilth

the Congregatioal’s in the same building which was stan-

;Iing north of the ruilroad track vast Lhe present Kurash
(1%

Revival Meoting Hel by Rev, M. 8. Drury 1874

A revival meeting was held in 1874 by Rev. M, 8. Dru-
ry of the United Brethern denomination and his son, Rev
M. R Drury who was then pistor of the church in West
Unlon, Excellont results were attained and o strong class
wiw organized which  flourished  for u  number of
Yeurs so . church was erected on the northside of the pre
sent John Drilling residence on Ann street and maintain
od a suceessful organization until & change in the church
curriculum devited the members.

Radicals and Liberals

The change in the church curriculum divited the mem-
bers on doctrinal points into two organizations known as
" Radicale” and “‘Liberals” neither of which was financi-
ally able to sustain their weakened organization, and the
Waucoma church lost its identidy, and the building was
sold to the Methodist in 1888

1888 METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1928

United Brethern Converted
1888

ern class still remeined, as they were not using the church
rented it to Bro. Hunt for three monthsand during which
time he and Rev. P. N, Dwella preached regulary, held re-
vival meetings in which a considerable number were con-
verted and a Methodist Episcopal class was organized-

ing the conference year beginning Oct. 1888 Rev.s E
G. Hunt and H. N, Lawrence were pastors of the Hawkey,,

circuit which had six appointments, Waucoma being ong
of the gix.

1889

M. Parker was associated with
vach taking its turn at Waucoma

In 1889 and "0 Rev. D,
Bro. Hunt as pastor,
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- prehehing places, Rev, H. L. Townsend
Lof the year,

1501

Al Society Organized

e Ladies Aid Socicty was organized which

b helpful to the ehureh.

1892
Parsonnge Purchased

i the year 1802 0 parsonage property adjoining
uireh was purchased of Mary Hilsinger,
Hawkeye Cirenit Devided
AL this time the Hawkeye circuit was divided and

Wancoma and Little Turkey formod & charge, then later
Waneomn and Alpha,

Minigtors

The following are the Ministers that served the congre
gatlon: Rev. D, N. Howe. Rev, F. P. Cassidy, Rev. L.N.
Uroen, Rov. D, M. Parker, Rev, W, E. Rose, Rev, 8. C.
Matt, Rev. W N. Brown, Rev. H, L. Townsend, Rev. J.

1, Hird Rev. Will A, Pieper, Rev. 8. L. Bear, Rev. R. W.
w, Rev. C. 8. Burnard, Rev. Walter Eidie, Rev. Robert
i, I'alk, Rev. Glen Heartong, Rev. Leonard Davies.

14925--1928

Uhe years 1926 1o 1928 the churches united, and from
1928 ¢hurch services were discontinued at church.
4 Chartér Members

Churter members were: Mrs. Tuella Moody, C. A, Moo-
Ay, Mrs. Nettie Adams, Mrs. Edna Burleson, Bernett
Coffin, Mr. and Mrs, John Morf, Mr. and Mrs. Walter
1, Havenstrite, Mr, Aaron, A. Boylan.

"Rustee’s
A, Ivis, C, M, Potter and C. A, Moody
Stewards

James Zoller, C. A, Moody, Mrs. C. M. Potter, Mrs.
Helen Northrope and Mrs. Nettie Adams.

Sunday School
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The first Sunday School Superintendent was C. M. Pot

-or,
Chureh Sold

Eleven years after uniting with the Congregational
chureh, the church building was <old Lo High Lovrien in
1986 and the land was sold to W. H. Stone. The parsona-
po was ronted for o while but later sold 1o Bill Adams of
Wauncomn,

1000
TABERNACLE

A Families Converted
There was a big tabernacle below the Birdella Baker
home about the year 1900, where converts were made,
and about 50 families were converted.

1901 CHRISTIAN CHURCH 1909

About the yesr 1901 & eertain Rev. George DeVol, 1-
vangelist,  made ‘the propesition to dret s Christian
Church and Wm, Miller donated a lot where the church
Lo be build. The side of the church was chosen where now
the Kent residence is located. Mr, and Mrs, Wm, Miller
and Mr.and Mrs. Ive Warren wete the main boosters for

the new congregation, The business people of Waucoma
helped financially,

Church sold in 1909

In a period of ¢ight vears the congregation was dissolved
and the church property sold to Wim. Kent who remodelpt
the church into a residence,

1808
TURNING POINT

The year 1598 marked the turning point in the history
of Waucoma when a Catholie church was built by Rev,
Martin Hogan, Many families who lived on the east side
of Waucoma attended church in St. Lucas, a parish who
had also a large and good Catholic School.

A little later than 1900 Waueoma had three Protestant
churches, namely Congregational, Methodist and Christi-
an church, but by placing a Catholic church in Waucoms
farmers of 8t. Lucas parish who lived closer to Waucoma
came tochurch in Waucomawith the effect that farm after
farm was sold to them either by the Irishor Yankee's and

Povlasr aldihibor o imoma mom anwd wf 4k o mneei ties P

awlor bn sottled by Lhose German ele-
sl from S8t Lucas parish,

i s only ono Protestant chureh, the
with n membership of about 75 and a

s 86, Mary's with o membership of about

ST, MARY'S CHURCH
184

of haate in building and inferior workmanship
Wi building at 8t. Rose became unsafe and a new
g wan required, St Rose chureh was about three
i orthwest of Waucoma aud many Catholic families
Aobated there and had Lo walk in order to attend

Petition Made

A potition to Archbishop Hennessy asking permission
o bulld & now church in Waucoma war circulated and
Aany pignatures obtained. The petition was acted upon
disyarable by the Archbishop and the Rev. Martin Hogan
Wt here nbout, Sept. 1, 1898 with instructiv s to build a
ew church in Waucoma.

Father Martin Hogan 1898-191'6
First Residing Priest of St, Mary's
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Opposition Prompts Action

During the winter opposition to relocating Lhe church
developed Lo such extent that it finally was decided that
the church and rectory would be build in Waucoma and
that Maas also woald still be said at St. Rose. This arrun-
gement contioued until September 1915 when the Sister'’s
aehool wan opened. At that time services ceased at 8t. Ro-
s and later the old chureh and rectory was sold as well
na Lhirty acres of the original land, Ten seres were still
held for eemerbery purposes.

SHRINE BUILT

On the site of the old chutch a beautiful shrine has
heen erected, using the old cement steps that formerly
lead into the church, they are cracked by age but holy in
the memory of the old Irish, adorned by a statue of St. Ro-
se of Lime and with an praying angel on each side. Sinee
then, open air Mass has heen celebrated on two oceassion,

St. Rose of Lima Shrine
Built on the site of old S8t. Rose church

New Church Built
1899

The basement of the new ehurch was built early in the
spring of 1899, twelve month’s from that date the church
was finished and elear of debt, a church property valued
$12,000,00 The first Mass in the new church was eelebra-
Lted by Rev, Martin Hogan Feb. 9, 1900 The dedication
services were performed by Archbishop John J. Keane on
April 25, 1901
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ST, MARY'S CHURCH

1015

New Cometery Laid Out
1903

In December of 1808 a piece of ground was bought east

ol Wancoma Pablic Cenvetery and is now known as St.

0y s comotery. The first to be buricd was 2 baby born
A ond Mres. Ben Schlichte.

ST. MARY's SCHOOL BUILD
1915

In the sutom of 1914 Father Hogan received instruc-
ot “rom the Arehbishop James J. Keane to make arrang.
oty for a Catholie Se¢hool in Waucoma at the begin.
Ning of the next school year. The parish was immediately
eanvased and ten thousand dollars pledged to build the
- wehool the following year, On September 1, 1915 the build-

I was completed, furnished and in charge of the Sisters
ul Charity at a cost of $15,000.00, The original enrollment
w99, thirty of whom were High School students, The
Migh School was discontinued in 1918, The present enrol|
ment is 108 pupils for the grades. '

CYCLONE DESTROYS PROPERTY
1916

On Thursday Nov, 11, 1915 at 2 o' clock in the afterno-
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St. Mary's Parockial Sehiool
Built in 1913 at 5 cost of $15,000,00

on a cyelone boe down on the peacelal village of Wauco-
mit, When daylight cume it found St. Mary’s ehureh vorne
pletely demolished, Lke sehool  building unroaled Bloswn
in and the rectory badly damaged, Immediately lompora-
ry repairs were made on the sehool and elasses resamed.
The following week Mass wus celebrated in the sehoal
hall until a new ehurch building eould be provited,

St. Mary's Church after Cyclone
Thursday Nov. 11, 1915

SETTLEMENT MADE

ITpon satisfactory settlement being made with the in-
surance companies a part of the wreckage was salvaged
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for future use and Lhe balunce sold ot auxtion. Plans
were made Lo erect a brick structure on the old founda-
tion the following vear,

FATHER SHEEHY COMES TO WALICOMA
1916

In the summer of 1416 Father Hogan was sucecoded by
Rev. Jumes Shechy of Green, Ta. who earried on the buil-
ding activities, bis watchful supervision and ability as
financier brought the church to completion by spring and
on Sunday Mareh 4th 1917 the first Mass was celobrated
in the new building. It was dedicated Thursday June 14,
1917 by Archbishop J. Kane assisted by Father Sheehy
and neighboring priests.

ST. MARY'S CHURCH
1017
Built by Father Shechy 1916-'17

|
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Addition to School Built
1920

In the spring of 1920 an addition one-hall as large as
the orwinal building was built on the school at. a cost of
F10,000, This gave the sistors much better living quarters
and a large chapel. In 1933 Father Sheehy  took 4 much
needed vacation to tour the Holy Land and  Europe. Fa-
ther Louis Flyn hid charge of the parksh during his ab.
senee,

- -

1916 Rev, James Sheehy 1939
Second Residing Pastor

December 14, 1933

On Dec. 14, 1933 Archhishop Francis Bekman paid hes
first visit to Waucoma and administered the sacrement of
conflirmation to a class of one hundred and five, among
them several converts. On the oceasion the Archbishop be
stowed on the congregmition the Papal Benediction.

Summer 1956

Father Flyn remained here as assistant until Jan. 1934
when he was succeeded for aomo time by the Rev. Mauri-
ce Tracey, Father Sheehy made another trip Lo Ireland in
the summer of 1936 and left the Rev, Francis Phelan in
care of the parizh.
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ST, MARY'S A CONTINANCE OF 8T, ROSE ?

Some elaim is mude that the purish of St Mary's Way-
coma s o continuance ol 8t Rose, in some respeel it s and
in some it is not--to the fact that services were hold in
both purishes Tor aboul five years shows plainly that both
plaees were handled as two separate parishes, only St, Ho-
se went out of exaience in 1915 when no priest went there
anymoty and some stubern parishers had 1o toe the mark
and conwe to Waucoma only o few miles distance,

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM NOT OBSERVED

A most beautiful custom which originated in Framoe and
is held all over the world where there is a Catholic church
i5 Lhe custom of ringing the "Angelus™, three times claily-
calling the people to prayer in dedication and honor of the
Virgin Mary, very unasual this custom never hos been
held here in Waucomu in spite thit the churel i dedicat-
ed Lo the Virgin Mary,

FATHER GORMAN AI'POINTED
1939

Father Pholan who had managed the parish for about
thive years with the best of success and who had a new
roof pul on the church was called to the sorrow of miny
of the parishers to Dubugue to be chaplain at Merey hos-
pitaland now is pastor at MeGregor Father Gorman arriv.
here in Passion Week of Mareh 5, 1939 and on July 214t
1940, Father Gorman observed his silver jubelee of the
priesthood ata Solumn High Mass at  which Rev. D, A.
Gorman was celebrant, Rev, F, Schuh, St. Lueas, Descon.
Rev. Henry Scharpolf of Gainzville, Sub Deacon, Rev. Lo-
uis Putz now of Waterioo, Master of Ceremonics, Rev, Me
Evey of Lawler. Acolytes wereWm. Brannon sud Birchard
Hay. Rev. Fhater Fhelan delivered a most probiate sermon-
For the oceation the interior of the church was decoratod
as also Lhe statuary in the chureh was refinished  and given
by the congregation Lo Father Gorman ag 4 Jubelee gift-
Father Gorman was a pious priest and he won many souls
for Christ. Before his depature a farewell party was given
in his honor at the local Gymmasium. Father Gorman left
Waucoma May 1944 for Webster City, Ia. at which place
he is still stationed.
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Father Sheehy died on
Sonduay evening of Feb. 11,
F93% and his romains were
buried in the pricst ¢omo.
tery at Dubuquu.

Father Drummy comes
Lo Waneoma.

AL he Bater part of May
AL Father  Clarenee
Drummy  was  ealled o
Wancoma und under his
Auperviaon several impros
vements were macde at the
sehool, chureh and  parse.
nage,  The church base,
ment was converied into a
hall and a new wentry into
the chureh hall was built

- -

Father D, A, Gorman on the west side of the
o . church, padded  kneelers
1934 1944 were installed, o loudspeas

ki s b )
Third Residing Pastor Ker amd fans as also olher

decesseries wore purchased
the lighting system was improved, in the school inside
!.uilq-l..\ were installed for the children, the kitehen for the
sisters was remodeled and a new stocker was purchased for
the school, the church, schoal and pirsonage received @

general mudernizing by Father Drummy,

CATHOLIC SOCIETIES -
St, Mary's Guild
The following Cutholic societies have been organized:
St, Mary's Gueld, this was organized by Sister Mary Anun
ciata at the time the eyclone destroyed the church. She
was eleeted president with Mrs, I, 1, MeKuy as vice pre-
sl‘dem who assumed active leadership. When the pews, cos
tml_z $1,000 were installed in the new church this group of
Sarlies had money enough in the treasury o pay for same.
Poday this coclely is the mest active in the church.
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THE INTERICR OFST. MARY'S CHURCH

The beauty of St Mury's can measure with any church
in this part of the 3iate,

FATHER C. DRUMMY
1944
Fourth Residing l':mpr
Catholic’ Daughters of
America.

Another group of ladivs
bolong to the Catholic
Dauvghters af America,
This Sotioty is still active,

Rosary Society

The Rasary Society  ha-
venearly T pet. membur-
ship and ks well active,
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Holy Name Socicty

Father Flynn while hers onganized g Holy Name Socie-
by which was recng mized again in 1949 by Father Drum-
my.

Young Peoples Cluls,

Anrother sociely which was short lived was the Young
People Catholic Club orgunized by Father Phelan.

SPECIAL CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Missons at St. Mary's

Father Hogan had the noted Rev. L. A, Lambert give
Missions lasting a week on two differend oceasions.

From Dee. 10th wo 17th the Diopese Misgionary band of
Dubuque. 1t was conducted by Rev. R. P. Murphy now
stationed in Mauson City and the Rev, Henry P. Rohlmann
now Archbishop of Dubugue.

During World 1. Rev. P. T. Monohan gave o Mission du
ring the week of Ovtober 21, to 28th 1917

From October 11th 1o 1810 1931 the Paulist Fathor Rev,
Micheal Frassrand conducted a mission.

On October 3, 1937 a mission was conduetud by a parizh
privst from §. Dak. the Rov, Fr. Stanton with maorning and
evening preaching.

A Mission was held combined for the first time with the
Forly Hours Adoration when Father Gorman was pastop
and during the war years. The Mision lasted one week from
Mareh 8th to 15th 1942 and were conducted by the Rev,
Herman J. Fisher, a pricst of Francisean Order,

The last Mission was held under the supervision of Fu.
ther Drummy from June 6 to 11 1943 by a Paulist Missio-
nary Priest who wasa very able speaker, the Rev, Edward

Svrne who also was exlled back the year after for the For
ty Hours Adoration.

Forty Hours Devotions

Forty Hours Devations are now held annually during;
the month of May.

RELIGIOUS OF THE PARISH
The following sons of the parish entered the Priesthood
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B. 1. Deeny

B. L. Deeny, son of Hugh and Anna Deeny was horn at
Lucurgus, Ia. Attended St Patrick parochial school and
St. Joseph’s college(now Loras) Dubuque. Cradeated (rom
there in 1897, Kntered the Kenrick Senninary in St. Louis

the same fall and completed his studics June 14, 1902, Or-
dained in the same eity by Rev. J. Kain, D. D, Archbishop
of Dubuque. Said his first Mass in the new church of Wau-
coma June 22, 1902 and was assigned to Dallas, Texas and
is al present pastor at Dennizion, Texas,

Louis A, Putz

Louis A, Putz the son of the late C. 8, and Mrs, Putz
was horn at Elkport, Ta. April 23, 1905. After attending
the grade school at Elkport his parents moved to Waucoma
in January 1921, where he graduaied [rom High School.
He attended lows State Tenchers College at Cedar Falls,
Lwo yearsand Laught schoo! luter. He is a graduate of Co-
lumbia College of Dubuque, T, He received his theologicul
training at St. Mary's Seminary at Baltimore, Maryland
Was ordained in the Cathedral at Dubuque, Saturday Ju
ne 14, 1930 by Archbishop F.J. Beckman and read his first
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FPather Louis A, Putz

Mass in St, Mary's church Waucoma, In. the following
day, Immediately, after Mass the ladies of St. Mary's
church served a three course dinner to about three hund-
red of his friends and relatives, After serving as chaplin at
Mounl St. Francis he was appointed assistant al Suered
Heart, parizh at Waterloo, la. Later he was appointed pas-
torat Raymond, Ia, and now is pastor of a8 new establis-
hed parish in Waterioo, Blessed Sacrament.

Thomas H. Burns

Thomas H. Burns, the son of Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Burns
attended St. Mary'sschool, Waucoma and finished High
school at Plankinton High school 8. Dak, He is a gradu-
ate of Loras College, Dubugue and took his theologial stu-
dies at St. Paul's Seminary, Minneapolis, He was ordained
December 17th, 1944 at Sioux Falls, 8. Dakota and read
his first Mass at Waucoma Sunday December 31 and was
assigned to the Sioux Falls diocese,

He was the third son of the parish given to God

Histary ; J :
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Thomss H, Bures

St, Rosu elabms eredit for

three sons given to the [7e
. - f &.r ‘
of God and St, Mary’s has -

clalm 1o an equal number,
STUDYING FOR THE PRIESTHOGI)
Raymond Brannon

San of Mp, and Mes. James By,

ban o! Mo, and Mpa. vannon of Waucoma at.
teqdod St, Ma_rya and Waucama High schoo), He 1y a
m«-mper of the Ogder of the Soclety of Jegus and will be
ordaingd pt Almp, California in 14952

Bernaed Branpon

Is nleo a son of Mr, and Mys, Jar
Mr, . Jomes Bianson of Waue
my, l}c nlso ptlendod S, Mary's and Wavcoma High sch:;
r;{ud ls"n;:w m’the University of San Franclsco California
O will bt ordained st Alma, Calif, in 195 dj m.
b 5 U B 1955 and is a mem,

John T'iiman

Is d mon of My, ind My, Ed 211
‘ Al 14 mann of Waucoma, he
attondod St Mary's parochial snd Waucoma High school

el b o otudent of Logascolloen In Dubniaun,
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SISTERS OF THE PARISH

The following voung Lidies joyned Lhe sisterhood  from
St. Rose Pargh;
Bt of Chyricy, B Y. M,
Sister Mury Felix, oply daust tooof Myp, and Mrps, Mickael
Burns,
Sistor Mary Roderick, daughiter of B, pnd Mrs, John
Burke,

Siator Mary Blaine, daughier of Mr, and Do Thomas

Hurns,

« v fodowing joined the Sisters of Marvyt
Siaber Mury Hobertg and Sister Mary Canwdian duugbiters
of Me. oml Mrs, James | lums,

Sinters from St, Mury'y Parish

Starer Mary George, dauehter of Mre. and M, Georce
Liriiling,

Siatee Mary Flalpe, duughtor of Mroan i Mres, Bill Myers
who is tezehing in Chicago,

Monvilia Keiener who wiid be known us Sister Mary Boni.
fage and is & daughter of Mr, and Mys, John Kriener,

ST. MARY'SBTODAY

St. Mary's = one of the mest beautiful platod oug paris.
hes ol the diocese of Dubugue, thanks to the faithful labopr
and planing of the late Fathor Sheahy and today has o str
ving achool with ubout 108 puplls attending the lower gra-
des under the supesvision of Lhe good sisters and leadership
of sister Mary Jegome, The chuech bag a membership of a.
hout 180 familles with approximately 800 souls, o wdulf
und phildren choir,a vory aetive church society, St,Mary's
Guild and Rosary Sveicty as ulso the Holy Namo Soclety
Many Improvements have boen made the last five years by
Father Drummy on tho chureh property, Devided into nas
tionalities, there are about B3 familics of German descent,
43 of Irish descent and 14 of Bohemian descent, the rest of
the families are mixod hetween English, German, Irish and
Boheminng, When St, Ros was established there wos only
vne German family, being @)l Irlsh who were members
of that congregution. (see pugo 7) Priest thal have servod
St, Rose and 86, Mary's have always come from Ireland,
Father Shoohy beitge be the last, somo roturned there o
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div, or have been of 1l dowent,
FEDERATED CHURCH

Sinee Dr. Eiehers of Calmar hys takon over the min -
fery for the Federated chureh here many improvements s
ye bheen made and p pew spirit of petion has followed, ul)
muembprs recelve o pogtal card every week as an invitation,
[betasdd with the nrder of servies that will follow the next Sun
duy. Ty dining room kitchen has been remodeled and o
new chimney was built,

Today the Fedorated chureh has o membership of aboat
T soula, np very metive woman  chureh society who ane
making many sacrifices (o benefit the choreh, A Sunday
seliool, well attended, anil the chureh property §& nently
kept and g beauty cpol 0 Wineons,




