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Jan. 4: Confirmation Classes start for all 

parishes. 

Jan 8/11: GOF (Chronicles of Narnia) 

 Jan 18: Confirmation Classes 

Jan 22/25: GOF (Land Stewardship) 

Feb 1: Confirmation Classes 

Feb 8: Confirmation Classes 

Feb 12/15: GOF (Radical Jesus) 

Feb 22: Ash Wed Confirmation Mass 

Feb 26: Confirmation/Sponsor retreat 

Feb 26: 1st Communion Class starts 

Feb 29: Confirmation Class 

Mar 4/7: GOF (Comparative Religions) 

Mar 11: 1st Communion Class 

Mar 14: Confirmation Classes 

Mar 18: Confirmation RETREAT 

Mar 18: 1st Communion Classes 

Mar 21: Confirmation Class 

Mar 25/28: GOF (Immigration) 

Mar 31: Confirmation Service Day 

Apr 1: 1st Communion Class 

Apr 4: Confirmation Classes 

Apr 11: Confirmation Classes 

Apr 15/18: GOF (Catholics in Media) 

Apr 15: 1st Communion Practice 3:00 

Apr 22: 1st Holy Communion 2:00 

 

Faith Formation Personnel:  

Martin L. Ahrndt, DFF 

dbq215re@arch.pvt.k12.ia.us 

Cathy Humpal, Assistant 

Notes From the DFF 

 Seasons greetings everyone. The Christmas season, which starts 

December 25, will soon  be here, and with it the start of our second semes-

ter. Our first semester has been busy and fun. There have been several 

changes to our programs this year and they all seem to be going over well. 

The Generations of Faith sessions are now lead by a Master of Ceremonies. 

This person welcomes participants, leads prayers, and in general helps keep 

things running smoothly. I am very grateful to these people as they allow 

me a few less worries and more opportunities to visit with you as you come 

into the festivals. If anyone would like to be an MC at one of our festivals, 

please contact me at the office. Another change to the GOF is in the class-

rooms. This year students in each grade are using textbooks. The students, 

parents and teachers all feel this has been a beneficial and exciting change. 

Students in PS-5th grade have sheets from each chapter they take home 

with activities to do with their family between sessions.  

 Our confirmation program has seen some structural changes this 

year as well. After much discussion with teachers, parents, and the LOC 

FFC we have changed confirmation to a one year immediate preparation 

program from a fifteen month program in previous years. This year’s stu-

dents started immediate preparation in September and will be confirmed in 

June instead of November. Some have expressed concern because many 

years ago confirmation was a two year process. The reality is that the text-

books used by the 6-9 grade students correspond and lead into the text used 

for confirmation. In this way we could say students receive four years of 

sacramental preparation and one year of immediate preparation that re-

quires classes in addition to general GOF attendance.  

 We have also been able to offer some additional faith formation 

activities outside of the GOF for high school students. This past November 

four students and three chaperones attended National Catholic Youth Con-

ference in Indiana. Currently a group is preparing for Catholic Heart Work-

camp. Many of these changes came from suggestions from those we serve. 

We continually want your feedback, and so we ask that you please fill out 

and return the evaluation on the last page.   

Catholic Heart Work Camp: We Need Your Support 
Catholic Heart Workcamp (CHWC) is a week long service trip that allows teens from across the country to serve the 

needy, pray, worship and have fun. Soon students from our cluster will be raising funds to participate in this awe-

some experience this summer. We ask that, as your finances allow, you consider supporting our teens so they can 

serve others at CHWC this summer.  

December 2011 
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2011 Confirmation Class 

On November 9, 2011 twenty-nine students received the Sacrament of Confirmation, renewing their com-

mitment to grow in their faith as new adult members of their respective parishes. Confirmation Mass was at 

St. Mary with Archbishop Jerome Hanus presiding.  In his homily Archbishop Haunus called the students to 

take responsibility for their choice to become full members of the Catholic Church. We look forward to see-

ing these students live out their commitment to continual faith development by attending Mass and partici-

pating in other faith formation opportunities. These students are welcomed to join with the adult group when 

they attend the Generation of Faith Festivals. Congratulations to these devoted individuals.  
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3 2012 Confirmation Class 

 

Along with the New Year comes a new group of students preparing for Confirmation. On November 9, our previ-

ous class was confirmed at St. Mary’s by Archbishop Hanus. Their “formal” religious education may be over, but 

we hope to see them involved in their parishes and at future GOF events. 

 This year we are transitioning to a one year confirmation program. Students will now be confirmed at the 

end of their sophomore year. This will help eliminate confusion that often occurred in the past with overlapping 

confirmation classes. Our current candidates have been attending festivals and will begin Wednesday evening 

classes on January 4. Students from Assumption and Holy Trinity will meet at the Protivin Community Center. We 

welcome Julie Sandblom as their teacher. Students from the other parishes will be taught by Cathy Humpal at the 

LOC building in Lawler. Posters in the back of each church contain the names of the young people from that par-

ish; be sure to take a look. 

 

Once again we are utilizing Confirmed in a Faithful Community from St. Mary Press for both the sacramental prep 

classes and the GOF sessions to create continuity between the two aspects of confirmation faith formation. Stu-

dents will also use a youth Bible in these classes. These bibles will go home with the students at the end of the year 

as a gift from the LOC.  Other things the students will be involved in are a retreat, sponsor day and service oppor-

tunities. They may also try their hands at writing the general intercessions for some of the weekend masses. The 

previous group wrote the petitions for their Confirmation Mass and did a fine job. Archbishop Hanus is once again 

scheduled to preside at our next Confirmation Mass which will be at Holy Trinity on Saturday June 9, 2012. 

 

These 29 young people have a busy year ahead. Please keep them in your prayers as they set out on their journey. 

 2nd Grade Students Received First Reconciliation 
 

 Twenty-two students from the cluster of Christ Our Hope celebrated the sacrament of First Reconcilia-

tion on Sunday December 11 at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish in Lawler, IA. Students received this sacrament 

as part of the whole cluster Advent reconciliation service. Fr. Nick gave a wonderful homily comparing recon-

ciliation to asking a friend for forgiveness. Cluster priests Fr. Nick March, pastor and Fr. Marvin Salz, sacra-

mental priest were joined by Fr. Phillip Gibbs, Fr. Donald Hawes, Fr. Daniel Knipper and Fr. Dennis Cahill to 

listen to confessions from a crowd of a hundred people.  
 

 First Eucharist classes begin February 26. Other class dates are March 11 & 18, and April 1. All 

classes will again be at the Light of Christ building in Lawler from 1-3 PM. This new time was requested by 

several parents. Parents, between now and then please be working with your students on the prayers in the par-

ent handbook that they need to know in order to receive the sacrament.  
 

Please SEND a current wallet sized picture (ex. School 

picture) to the first class so it can be scanned and used 

for the Mass program. First Eucharist Mass practice 

will be Sunday April 15 at 3:00 PM at St. John. All 

parishioners are encouraged to join the students in cele-

brating the First Holy Communion Mass on Sunday 

April 22 at St. John in Ft. Atkinson at 2:00 PM.  

 

The following students received the sacrament of first 

reconciliation: From Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary: Rosalie Busta, Brock Jenkins, and Kara Reicks, 

from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel: Jalyssa Blazek, Austin 

Kuehner, Garret Kurtenbach, Olivia Maklenburg, Victoria Rosonke, Kourtney Schmidt, and Josie Weber, from 

St. John: Brody Hackman, Marcus Herold, Marcus Kriener, Dale Schwamman, and Jackson Vsetecka, from St. 

Luke: Tess Franzen, Cambree Kruse, Dylan Reicks, Holly Schmitt, and Rolin Schmitt, from St. Mary: Sanja 

Mihm. Joining us from Holy Family in New Hampton is Emily Uribe-Maldonado.   



Past Generations of Faith Festivals 4 

 We have had many speak-

ers, both from outside the cluster 

and from within, leading our first 

six GOF sessions this year. We 

have also seen increased atten-

dance, with several families now 

attending regularly that have not 

done so in the past.  

 

Mass Changes—Ready Yet? 

 The first of our Genera-

tions of Faith Festivals for the year 

began on August 28 and 31, and it 

was good to see our “regulars” 

along with so many new faces. As 

you are probably aware, beginning 

this Advent, some of the wording 

to our Mass will be changing. We 

were fortunate to have Fr. Dennis 

Quint and Fr. John Haugen come 

to speak to our adults about the 

reasons behind these changes and 

go through them with the group. 

Their discussions were both infor-

mative and fun. Meanwhile, the 

students were introduced to new 

textbooks. The younger children 

will be bringing home take-home 

sheets, so parents can see what has 

been studied that day. Fr. Nick was 

able to visit the classrooms and 

answer questions from the stu-

dents. We will continue to spend 

part of our time with all ages gath-

ered together, and at this festival 

we concentrated on a family 

theme, making  recipe cards for a 

happy family. 

 

Ethics of a Global Economy 

 Anyone coming in late for 

the September 11 or 14 GOF festi-

val would have assumed the crowd 

had gone bananas. Tyler and Lyn-

etteWheeler took an interesting 

approach to this subject by having 

families pretend to be banana pro-

ducers. We learned some valuable 

lessons about the difficulties asso-

ciated with stretching an already 

small paycheck to cover the neces-

sities of life. They then worked 

with the adult group to become 

more aware that if we are able to 

buy things cheaply, the working 

conditions are probably very poor. 

The students spent that time in their 

classrooms. For our conclusion, the 

Signs of Christ performed to 

“Amazing Grace”, a fitting way to 

end a somewhat serious subject. 

      

Bible: Ancient Library  

 The Bible has never been 

considered an “easy read”, so at the 

October 2 and 5 festivals Cathy 

Humpal worked with the adults and 

Confirmation students to find ways 

of making it more understandable. 

The Bible is made up of many dif-

ferent genres, and if we can find the 

clues to what type of genre it is, that 

is a good beginning. We also ex-

plored, by using our own dramatic 

event, how the authors of the Bible 

first discussed, then wrote down 

what they felt was the truth. As our 

examples demonstrated, these could 

vary widely. We have changed our 

format this year for our sharing por-

tion at the end of the festivals by 

having one grade share an activity 

or project at each festival. Our Con-

firmation Class had made displays 

of their Patron Saints at the previous 

festival and this time they each took 

a turn to explain why they chose 

that particular saint or share a little 

information about them.  The sym-

bols they created are very imagina-

tive and will be displayed at St. 

Mary’s at the Confirmation Mass. 

 

Spirituality of Parenting 

 As parents, we probably 

don’t think too much about the 

spiritual aspect of the job of raising 

our children. Linda Manternach, 

who is Director of Family Life for 

the Archdiocese of Dubuque (and  

also has local roots), joined us for 

our festivals on October 23 and 26 

to speak to the adults on this sub-

ject. She let us know that raising 

faith-filled kids is often some-

thing we do without even realiz-

ing it. She explained how impor-

tant it is to know what is going on 

in our childrens’ heads at various 

stages of life, and then we can 

gear our faith teaching to that 

level. Our large-group activity 

was based on the four parts of 

prayer, and each group got to 

make an acrostic prayer to be 

shared with everyone. Grades 2-5 

closed our festival by signing a 

prayer for us. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

It’s no secret that changes are 

coming to our Masses, and one of 

the bigger ones as far as the lay 

people are concerned, is in the 

Nicene Creed. This prayer, which 

states the basic beliefs of our 

faith, is often rattled off during 

Mass without much thought to 

what we are saying. The first Sun-

day of Advent we will begin us-

ing the new language, and will 

need to concentrate on the words. 

But why are we using new words? 

At our festivals on November 13 

and 16, Tyler and Lynette 

Wheeler tried to answer this ques-

tion. We began with what seemed 

like a simple task. The large 

group was divided into smaller 

groups, and each person was 

given a short phrase containing 

the new wording from the Creed. 

Then it was up to the individuals 

to get themselves lined up so that 

the phrases would read correctly. 

This turned out to be very chal-

lenging. Next, particular phrases 

were singled out for discussion 

and as examples of different lan-

guage. The adults continued on 

with this topic while the students 

were dismissed to their class-

rooms. When we came back to-

gether, the Signs of Christ per-

formed to the song, “Creed”. 

 

Continue on Page 5 

 



Past Generations of Faith Festivals, Cont. 
Modern Sainthood 

  Sometimes we think of saints as people who lived centuries ago and have no meaning for us to-

day, but this is not true. On December 4 and 7, Leslie Cuvelier and Jim Zajicek were our presenters, and 

they discussed the process of how contemporary people are becoming saints.  A clip from the Catholicism 

Project was shown which featured St. Katharine Drexel, the first American-born saint. When the whole 

group got back together on Sunday, stations had been set up, in which families could make crafts for the 

Advent and Christmas seasons. On Wednesday night, since the next day was the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, we had Mass the second half of the evening. Young people from all the classes were invited 

to be ministers for our last festival before the Christmas break. 
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     The Signs of Christ 
 

The Signs of Christ is a group of cluster youth who spread the message of Christ through sign lan-

guage performances. Many of you have seen them perform at the GOF festivals and in our parishes. 

They have also been busy performing at other local events and celebrations. This is the third year 

this talented group of young ladies has supported a child through the World Vision organization. 

The Signs of Christ members are supporting Edwin Fernando. Edwin is 12 years old and lives in the 

southern region of Honduras. He enjoys playing soccer and his favorite school subject is mathemat-

ics. Edwin has 3 brothers and 4 sisters. His father is a sub-

sistence farmer and his mother takes care of the house and 

family. Your support, through your generosity at the Signs 

of Christ kholachie sales, is providing Edwin and his com-

munity with greater access to nutritious food and improved 

health care and hygiene. It also allows Edwin to go to 

school and provides new agricultural techniques that will 

allow for better year-round crops which will enhance his 

family’s income.  

 

Signs of Christ members are: Sara Adams, Toril Enwalter, 

Emily Elsbernd, Jenny Kuennen, McKenna Reicks, Olivia 

Reicks, Samantha Reicks, Mariah Schmitt, and Rebekah 

Shindelar  

 

    Right:  Edwin Fernando 

Prayer Listeners 
 In the younger grades, our students are required to learn many new prayers. The teachers do an ex-

cellent job of introducing these prayers and practicing them in the classrooms, and in turn, the children are 

expected to review them at home. However, there just isn’t time for the teachers to listen to the students re-

cite the prayers individually at class to make sure they are memorizing them.  So this year we have intro-

duced “prayer listeners”. These are people who are willing to attend GOF festivals and, during the breakout 

sessions, come over to the religious ed building and listen to the children say the prayers they need to know. 

The children are pulled out of the classroom one at a time, and sit with the prayer listener. The listener then 

keeps track of how well the student can say each prayer-whether he/she knows it well, is working on it, or 

doesn’t know it at all. This gives everyone a clearer idea of how the kids are progressing and doesn’t take 

valuable time from the lesson for that day. We are fortunate to have had several folks volunteer their time in 

this way. Learning prayers is not an easy job, but with the help of teachers, parents and interested adults, the 

students should be off to a great start this year. 
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Works of Faith in the Community 

 

 A change in the confirmation program has 

opened an opportunity for all people in the cluster 

to participate in works of faith in your community. 

As Catholics, we are called to demonstrate our 

faith by serving those around us, especially those 

less fortunate than ourselves. Similar to last year, 

students are being given several organized oppor-

tunities to perform service in their immediate com-

munity and the expanded regional community. The 

Light of Christ office is currently working to put 

these projects together, but they include spending a 

day helping home bound cluster community mem-

bers with spring cleaning activities that they could 

not perform themselves. Other works of faith op-

portunities include singing Christmas carols at the 

New Hampton Nursing and Rehab center, working 

at a soup kitchen or homeless shelter in Waterloo, 

or attending Catholic Heart Workcamp, a week 

long summer service camp. As the dates come 

closer, we will put announcements in the bulletin 

asking for everyone who is able to sign up and 

work with the confirmation students. This is a 

great chance for all of you to be involved in local 

service to your community. We will be asking 

people to sign up ahead of time for these service 

opportunities. So when you see the events adver-

tised please consider joining us in these exciting 

endeavors.   

 As all seniors know, the end is near. Baccalaureate Masses at each parish will be the weekend of 

May 12 and 13 at the normal Mass times. The Youth Liturgist for each parish will be contacting the seniors 

as the time gets closer. The Baccalaureate Mass recognizes this important milestone for seniors. Students 

are expected, if they wish, to participate in their home parish. April and May are a busy time of year, so to 

get a head start, I am asking seniors to take action now.  

 I need every senior who wants to participate in the baccalaureate Mass to answer the below ques-

tions and send to the Light of Christ office. If you are a senior and DO NOT attend Turkey Valley school 

you MUST also submit a wallet sized picture with your answers. The pictures and answers will be used for 

your parish’s baccalaureate Mass program. I am trying to do this early this year so please do not wait to 

submit your photo and answers. Your cooperation is much appreciated.  If you know someone who is a 

senior please have them complete this information. If you have any questions please contact me at 

563.238.5004 or dbq215re@arch.pvt.k12.ia.us.  
 

Senior Questions: 

1. Your NAME 

2. What Parish do you plan to participate at for the Baccalaureate Mass? 

3. Parents Full Name (No nicknames please) 

4. School you attend? 

Complete the following sentences:  

1. God has gifted me with an interest in…….. 

2. The thing I learned the most through my religious education experience is…… 

Senior Baccalaureate Mass: Take Action NOW 

NCYC: Youth Conference 

 Four youth and three adult chaperones traveled to 

Indianapolis, IN for four days (Nov. 17-20) for the Na-

tional Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC). Over 23,000 

Catholic youth and chaperones came to the conference to 

pray, worship, hear great speakers, and meet other Catho-

lics from all over the nation and world. This terrific ex-

perience allowed our youth to practice and share their 

faith in a unique way, while seeing how many others just 

like them are passionate and energized about our faith. 

 NCYC will be in Indianapolis again in 2013. Par-

ishes of similar size to our cluster had 40-80 students at-

tending this year. How many could we send in two years? 

As students speak at parishes and the GOF, keep an open 

mind and heart if you can attend this awesome faithful 

experience in 2013. 

 Below: L-R: Emily Elsbernd, Olivia Reicks, Macey 

Winter, Destiny Blazek and Fr. Nick. Not pictured are 

Sandy Reicks and Tyler Wheeler. 



7 
Future Generations OF faith Festivals 

 We have many exciting 

festivals scheduled for the GOF 

second semester.  

 

Theology in Narnia 

 Many of us have seen 

the movies or read the books in 

the Chronicals of Narnia. This 

first GOF of the semester will 

help you see the many theologi-

cal references and undertones in 

this wonderful series. This GOF 

will be a full family festival for 

the majority of the session. So 

bring your whole family to dis-

cover how your faith can be seen 

in the books and movies you en-

joy. We will watch clips from 

The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe, as visual examples of 

C.S. Lewis’s work. This festival 

is January 8 and 11.  

 

Caring for God’s Gift: Earth 

 This festival will focus 

on God’s gift in creation of the 

Earth. Jay Jung, Resource Con-

servationist with the NRCS 

Chickasaw Co. office will pre-

sent to the adults. This festival 

will look at how the farmland, 

timbers, rivers and other natural 

resources need to be seen as 

God’s gift to us. He will discuss 

how land management practices 

can and are affected by our faith, 

and how our actions at home and 

on the farm can demonstrate our 

faith. These festivals are January 

22 and 25. 

 

Jesus: Radical for His Time 

 Be taken to the world of 

Christ through this powerful  

Catholicism Project DVD session 

and learn how Christ was more 

than just a “nice guy and teacher”. 

Christ was a radical who instilled 

astonishment and fear in His fol-

lowers and pointed to Himself as 

the way, the model. We will be in 

our separate break out groups for 

most of this session. Students will 

receive required Safe Environ-

ment Training. These lessons 

teach children about respect for 

themselves, and how others 

should respect them and their 

body as a creation of God. This 

festival is Feb 12 and15. 

 

Comparative Religions 
 The most often asked 

questions by students involve how 

our Catholic faith compares to 

other Christian faiths. Fr. Nick 

and Jim Zajicek will lead this 

festival as they examine how our 

faith compares to other Christian 

Faiths. This festival is March 4 

and 7. 

 

Catholic Immigrants 

 One of the hot topics 

over the last few years has been 

immigration. Jim Zajicek and 

Gisella Aitken-Shadle, Archdio-

cese Director of Hispanic Minis-

try, will discuss the Catholic per-

spective on immigration and hu-

man rights, and how we can wel-

come fellow Catholics who im-

migrate into our parish. This 

GOF is March 25 and 28. 

 

Catholicism in the Media 

 One can learn a lot about 

how Catholics and Catholicism 

is viewed by others by listening 

to a comedian. Kevin Frey, 

Archdiocese Director of Youth 

Ministry, will examine what we 

can learn about ourselves from 

listening to comedians and by 

watching media. Join us for this 

funny yet serious look at how 

our faith is viewed by the general 

public. This final festival of the 

year is April 15 and 18. 

St. Mary Supplemental Classes 
 

 St. Mary's Supplemental class has been busy this fall and advent season.  We had our St. 

Mary's children's mass including all students of our parish on November 6, 2011.The children enjoyed 

getting ready for mass and participating in it.  We will have our second student mass in February, 2012.  

In October we brought our pets, alive or stuffed to class.  The animals received the St. Francis Blessing 

of pets with their parents helping us.  We are learning our class related prayers along with our lessons in 

our textbooks.  Also in October, we did a pumpkin carving, illustrating the Light of Christ flowing from 

within us with a prayer service.  The preschool, kindergarten and first grade baptized their baby doll, 

Elizabeth in November.  They performed the different parts of this sacrament and learned a lot by actu-

ally taking part in the Baptism.  We wrote out our thank you leaves for our bulleting board for Thanks-

giving.  As we are in the season of Advent, we now light our Advent Wreath for the corresponding 

Sundays, and practice waiting patiently for the birth of the Christ child.  We use a prayer service to in-

still this practice of Advent in the students.  We are looking forward to our second semester of classes 

starting January 15, 2012. 



How Are We Doing? 
 

 Our faith formation programs have evolved and changed over the last few years. In the last two years we 

have moved to a set location for all festivals, we have more of a classroom setting for our youth classes, a textbook 

based curriculum and Confirmation sacramental prep has become a one year immediate preparation process. These 

changes are the result of the Faith Formation Commission carefully and prayerfully responding to concerns and 

suggestions from those they serve. The most effective way to continue to meet the spiritual and faith needs of all 

parishioners is to receive your feedback about the programs we offer.  If your family is one person or several peo-

ple, please fill out and return this evaluation so we can continue to grow our strengths and better identify areas for 

improvement.  

 

These evaluations are anonymous, so please be honest.  Please return by mail or there will be a basket at the next 

GOF for you to put forms in anonymously.  

 

1. Do you attend Generations of Faith Festivals (GOF) as a family?   Yes  No 

 

2. If No, Do only school age students attend and if so why?_________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Are you satisfied with students having individual grade level break out sessions for the majority of the festivals?    

Yes     No 

 

4. If No, what benefit do you see with students spending a majority of each festival as a large group?__________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Are you satisfied with our new textbook based curriculum?  Yes   No 

 

6. If No, what format do you prefer? _____________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What are the greatest strengths of our GOF program and Sacramental Prep programs (if applicable)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What are some areas that could be improved? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  Any additional comments? 
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